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[bookmark: _GoBack]What is a teaching assistant?
· What does a primary teaching assistant do?
· What does a secondary teaching assistant do?
Teaching Assistant responsibilities can be broken into four main areas, name these four areas and give examples of duties / responsibilities for each .
Successful and effective teaching assistant share many of the same qualities explain why you think your character/ personality makes you a good candidate to become a teaching assistant.


A teaching assistant or teacher's aide (TA) or education assistant (EA) is an individual who assists a teacher with instructional responsibilities.
The teaching assistant is who  provides a variety of important services in a classroom setting. Employed on both temporary and permanent contracts across the UK, the specific daily duties of the teaching assistant differ from one establishment to the next. However, the overall objective of the services provided by teaching assistants remains the same. That being, to play a key role in the educational, personal and social development of the pupils they work with. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the teaching assistant to ensure every pupil gains the maximum possible value from their time in the classroom.
Effectively, teaching assistants bring an extra pair of eyes, ears and hands into educational environments. Such is the importance of the TA’s role that the vast majority of educational institutions in the UK could not function properly without them.
 

                                                                                   

Teaching assistants are often required to work with challenging individuals in challenging conditions, nurturing and supporting the growth and development of the pupils they work with. It’s often said that the teaching assistant is the glue that holds the classroom together, covering everything from basic admin duties to helping pupils study for important exams. There are various different types of teaching assistant – the role you assume will determine your primary responsibilities accordingly. Some teaching assistants have a particular specialism, while others cover a much broader range of subjects and educational areas. In order to help pupils reach their full potential, teaching assistants need to build relationships of trust and respect with every pupil they work with. You must present yourself as approachable, professional, empathetic and patient at all times.
A teaching assistant will spend some of their working day assisting individual pupils one on one, working with groups collectively at other times. They are expected to identify pupils who may be struggling with specific topics and provide assistance accordingly. They may also be required to provide enhanced support for children with learning difficulties, which could include the organisation of after-school activities.
Teachers count on teaching assistants to help plan and prepare for lessons, gathering the necessary resources and setting up the classroom environment accordingly. They support the delivery of the curriculum and continuously monitor the performance and progress of the pupils they work with. They are also routinely called upon to provide feedback and advice, or deal with disciplinary issues where they occur. Working with younger children, primary school teaching assistants assume a role of enormous responsibility. Typical daily duties in the life of a primary school TA include the following:
 Helping pupils develop reading and writing skills
 Lunchtime and general break time supervision
 Organising and supervising school trips
 Supporting pupils’ numeracy skills development
 Preparing the classroom and learning materials
 Consulting with parents or caregivers
 Providing additional support for children with special needs
 Covering for teachers in the case of absence
 Identifying and addressing problematic behaviour
 Working closely with educators and support staff

As mentioned, most secondary school teaching assistants provide specialist support in one subject area. A typical example of which being a teaching assistant who works exclusively in a science lab, or a TA who assists with physical education classes.
Some secondary school teaching assistants provide specialist care for pupils with special educational needs. Typical duties may include the following:
 Supporting pupils with personal care
 Helping pupils improve their speech and language skills
 Providing physical support and assistance were required
 Overseeing appropriate feeding and medication use
 Supervising lunchtimes and break times
 Identifying and addressing problematic behaviour 
 Monitoring pupils’ general performance and development





 
2.The professional teaching assistant covers a wide variety of responsibilities across four primary areas:
 Supporting the Pupils
 Supporting the Teacher
 Supporting the School
 Supporting the Curriculum
Supporting the Pupils
In this capacity, support staff might be required to:
 Ensure the personal needs of pupils are met at all times, which may involve monitoring their physical and psychological health, personal hygiene and general welfare.
 Provide the support pupils need to gain the maximum benefit from every class and educational activity across the board.
 Build relationships of trust with pupils and become an inspiring role model for their immediate and ongoing development.
 Encourage every pupil to participate in discussions/activities and become an important contributor in the classroom environment.
 Support the development of friendships and general relationships between pupils, identifying and addressing conflict where it occurs. Get to know the individual learning style of each individual pupil and provide tailored support to suit their requirements.
 Create an environment of empowerment and ownership, giving pupils the opportunity to build self-confidence and a sense of independence.
 Help pupils understand that it is OK to make mistakes and to understand the importance of both accepting and learning from errors.
 Continuously monitor the performance and progress of all pupils, ensuring their continuous educational and personal development.
 Provide additional support for pupils with special educational needs, or those who struggle with specific subjects.
 Encourage pupils to take an active interest in their education, as opposed to learning simply because they have to.
Supporting the Teacher
Offering support to the teacher, a teaching assistant may be expected to:
 Prepare the classroom environment and all required learning materials/resources for lessons, while assisting with the subsequent post-lesson clear-up.
 Continuously monitor pupils’ performance and report strengths and weaknesses identified to the teacher.
 Ensure all examples of inappropriate or disruptive behaviour are noted and addressed immediately.
 Liaise with parents and caregivers, organising parents’ evenings and taking part in important discussions.
 Cover an extensive range of daily admin duties, which may include typing, photocopying, preparing emails and so on.
 Help pupils of all ages prepare for tests and exams that could impact their future education and employment prospects.
 Supervise pre-planned lessons and activities in the event of planned or unexpected teacher absence, often with very little notice.
 Promote a culture of honesty and open discussion in the classroom, with heavy focus on communication at all levels.
 Provide accurate and objective feedback on a regular basis, both directly to the pupils themselves and to their parents or caregivers.
 Act in accordance with all internal policies and general conditions as specified by the educational institution itself.  Identify strengths and weaknesses in pupils’ performance, ensuring additional support is provided where required.
 Help create and/or collate learning materials and general classroom equipment for the provision of lessons.
 Contribute to the creation and maintenance of a safe, healthy, hygienic and beneficial educational environment.
 Liaise with the SENCO and teaching staff, to identify the needs of the pupils.
 Assist in the preparation and review of IEPs.
Supporting the School
In supporting the school, a teaching assistant must:
 Play an active role in general child protection within the educational environment, overseeing health, safety, confidentiality and security.
 Understand that every child has a different learning style and provide appropriate educational support accordingly.
 Work as part of a wider educational and administrative team, providing multilevel support in a variety of key areas.
 Attend meetings and workshops on a regular basis, participating in training and development activities to ensure continuous professional development.
 Organising and playing a role in the supervision of school trips and extra-curricular activities outside normal school times.
 Supervise breaks and lunch periods, monitoring for unacceptable behaviour and generally overseeing pupils’ welfare.
 Assist with the training and development of new and existing teaching assistants and other support staff where required.
 Deliver local and national learning strategies e.g. literacy, numeracy, KS3, early years and make effective use of opportunities provided by other learning activities to support the development of pupils’ skills.
 Develop a good understanding of the current curriculum and be able to work with appropriate technologies, such as computer systems, scientific calculators and so on.
 Have the confidence to intervene in disputes and conflicts between pupils, even if the pupils in question are not familiar to the teaching assistant.
 Establish strong working relationships with teachers and support staff throughout the institution.
 Develop a strong understanding of the school’s ethos, objectives and general approach to the educational services it provides.
 Cover planned and unplanned teacher absences.
 Liaise with parents, caregivers and outside parties in general.

3. I choose this role because I love kids and love to share my experiences and information with them. I love to be able to provide children with tools that can help them succeed in the future .
One have to be incredibly passionate about this type of work to succeed in this career , as there are daily pressures and stresses that can over whelm you easily if you do t care about the children. So one have to be creative and fun by providing exciting projects to keep the children’s attention and to work in this career one must be prepared to handle unexpected situations and extend your love and caring nature to children that aren’t your own . Every child  is unique so as a teacher I understand and  respect that fact.






