Unit 1 – An Introduction To Interior Design

The two main branches of interior design are residential and commercial interiors.
Name at least three sub-branches in which an interior designer can specialise.
Kitchen & Bathroom, Windows & Draperies, Historic Conservation & Restoration, Lighting & Colour.

Discuss the role of an Interior Designer.

The role of an interior designer involves improving the functionality and aesthetics of a room to suit a client’s wants and needs and has the ability to visualise a space which does not yet exist. The designer should analyse their client’s requirements to successfully produce various design concepts that are suitable and utilise all the space available, whilst also considering the safety and welfare requirements of its users.

Briefly describe the sequence of working procedures in a residential project.

The typical working sequence in a residential project starts off with listening and interviewing the client to establish their wants, needs and budget. Once this has been determined the designer can then begin creating different design concepts with detailed plans and drawings to present to the client. The client needs to approve of the design before any work is carried out, once approval has been obtained the designer can begin estimating cost and timescales for the work required. The designer will need to receive authorisation from the client for any purchases and supervise any work being carried out by other tradesmen. 

What should an interior designer know in order to develop a clear idea about the
function of a room?

The designer needs to know the purpose of the room they are designing and who it will be used by to ensure it is practical and comfortable for its required usage. For example, if the designer has been asked to design a playroom which will be used daily by a child the layout, lighting and any extra safety measures will need to be considered. The layout of the playroom should be simple for the child to use, the room may be split up into various zones such as an arts and crafts area, a reading area and soft toy area. The lighting should be kept as natural as possible so using light and bright colours on the walls will encourage day light to bounce around the room – dark and heavy soft furnishings should be avoided to keep the room bright. Within a playroom it is a good idea to use laminate flooring and washable paint because they are hygienic and durable materials keeping the space maintained and protects the child from unnecessary bacteria. There are further safety measures to be considered to protect a child’s welfare such as fixing any heavy furniture to the wall, installing window guards and blocking all plug sockets.



When planning an interior design scheme, how important is it to consider a mood for a room? What it is actually?

The mood is an important factor within the design industry as it directly impacts the way in which you feel when you are in a space. The key factors to consider when creating a mood is the colour schemes, lighting and textures. The colours used within a room will cause different emotions depending on the chosen colour scheme. For example, the colour white creates a refreshing feeling whilst the colour blue creates a calming and cool feeling. Based on these feelings you may decide to use the colour white in a study or in a bathroom and the colour blue in a bedroom or a sitting room. The lighting used within a room also impacts the mood because bright and cool toned lighting is simulating and often works best in the kitchen and study spaces, whereas subdued lighting is calming and works best in bedrooms and sitting rooms. For multi-functional rooms dimmable and smart lighting systems may the best choice of lighting because it can be easily adjusted to suit whoever is using the space at any time of the day. The textures that are used within a space not only help to create a mood but also adds dimension, an effective way to incorporate textures into a room design is through the use of soft furnishings - softer materials feel much calmer and more casual in comparison to a velvet and satin material which creates a much more formal environment. Essentially the mood is dependent on the function of a room if the design is to be successful. 

What is the difference between residential and commercial interiors? How the interiors of the following areas differ in these settings: a) bathrooms b) sitting areas c) cooking areas

The biggest difference between residential and commercial interiors is that residential designs are for personal living spaces which need to meet a client’s individual requirements, whereas commercial designs are within public spaces which need to meet not only the client’s needs but also the general publics. Another important difference between residential and commercial interiors is the buildings structural material - metal frames are often used in commercial buildings as opposed to wooden frames used in residential buildings. These materials are an important factor when designing a space because any safety restrictions will need to be considered.

A residential bathroom will be specific to suit personal situations such as a young family may require a large bath rather than a shower cubicle to bathe the children or an elderly person may need a walk-in shower or wet room with built in seating and grab rails. Residential bathrooms will often include one toilet and one basin and have necessary extras such as storage space for toiletries and heated towel rails to dry towels after use. A commercial interior is required to comply with certain laws and regulations such as providing a separate male, female and accessible toilets. In any commercial site you will find things such as soap dispensers, hand dryers, paper towel dispensers, urinals and sanitary bins – these wouldn’t be seen in a standard residential bathroom. Another difference between residential and commercial bathrooms is the scale of plumbing required - for example in a large corporate company it is likely there will be multiple toilet cubicles and hand basins therefore a larger plumbing system is required. The design of a commercial bathroom will use simple facilities to suit all abilities such as sensor taps and hand dryers – these facilities also maintain a high standard of hygiene.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A successful residential sitting area is a place of relaxation and will use colour themes to create this mood, for example the colour blue may be used on the walls to generate a calming sensation or perhaps the colour green which is the colour of nature. However, in a commercial sitting area the business will want to keep their clients engaged so may decide to have white walls to make the space feel bright and then choose to bring in accents of colour through their furniture or wall art. A big corporate company will often use their brand colours in their sitting area to represent themselves, similarly hospitals also add accents of blues and greens to their sitting areas to create a calming environment for patients. The furniture used in commercial sitting areas are durable and impersonal in comparison to furniture that reflects personality within a residential space. 
Inside a residential cooking area, the space is designed to function well and be aesthetically pleasing to the individual client, offering a wide choice of different cupboard designs and work tops alongside the option to incorporate a dining area such as an island with seating. In comparison a commercial cooking area is also designed to function as well as possible however the aesthetic design is simple – for example a restaurant cooking area will feature stainless-steel work tops and appliances. The stainless-steel option is used within commercial interiors because it is a durable material which is practical for these spaces that are heavily used every day, the material is also easy to clean and non-porous therefore it is germ resistant and more hygienic. A restaurant cooking environment will be designed to have multiple work stations split up into sections and will require larger appliances compared to a residential cooking area due to mass production.
Although the difference between commercial and residential interiors may look the same on paper and follow similar working sequences, a commercial design is much more complex. Generally, a commercial project will be of a much larger scale, involve more costs and needs to meet the general public’s requirements, therefore any type of mistake made will have a bigger impact in comparison to a residential project. 


Case Study: Residential Working Sequence
Careful interviewing to establish the clients programme and budget
Developing a concept
Obtaining client’s approval for that concept
Making estimates
Making authorised purchases
Supervising and installing
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