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Question Set 1

1. Do all children develop skills and abilities at the same time? If not, why not?

· The pattern of emerging abilities exists throughout all areas of development and is common to all children and “on average” will occur at a particular age.
· However, all children do not develop in the same sequence but do so at their own individua pace. 
· Optimal development is a term used in child psychology to refer to growth and changes that occur at an expected rate. Therefore, when there is no special problems a child will develop optimally following the expected rates in each area of development. 
· Cultural and social contexts play a large role in what a child learns and develops 


2. Explain the difference between growth and development

· The term development describes the changes in a person’s physical and behavioural traits. Development is “improvement”
· Growth refers to a physical increase of anybody’s part size. It refers to “getting bigger”


3. What are the various stages of development in humans?

· Infancy
· Childhood
· Adolescence
· Adulthood




4. What are the different areas of development throughout and individuals life? 

· Psychical development
· Motor development
· Social development
· Emotional development
· Cognitive development
· Language development


5. What is the relationship between the different areas of development of a child?

· That development in one area affects development in all other areas of development. 
· For example, as a child grows and becomes more competent in a range of physical skills, they enjoy more mobility and start to explore their surroundings with greater ease and enjoys a larger range of activities which in turn means development in the other areas such as cognitive development, language development etc.,


6. Define the term cognitive development.

· Cognitive development refers to the progression and changes in thinking from one age to the next. Cognitive development refers to the process of mental development over the lifespan.
· Cognitive development is the construction of thought process, including remembering, problem solving and decision making, from childhood through adolescence to adulthood.


7. What are the five stages of development in children according to Erikson’s Theory of Psychological Development?

· Psychosocial Stage 1 – Trust vs Mistrust
· Psychosocial Stage 2 – Autonomy vs Doubt
· Psychosocial Stage 3 – Initiative vs Guilt
· Psychosocial Stage 4 – Industry vs Inferiority
· Psychosocial Stage 5 – Identity vs Confusion



Question Set 2

Social Development refers to the development of those abilities that enable the individual to behave in accordance with the expectations of society. Discuss this.

Social skills are important for good mental health and wellbeing, learning, motivation to achieve and cooperate, and the development of values. These values, knowledge and skills enable children to relate to others effectively and to contribute in positive ways to family, school and community.

Social development refers to the steps that bring an infant from having no conception of rules or limits, to behaving in accordance with the expectations of society.


Think of two children that you know. List three ways that they tend to be different from one another in the way they respond to situations (for example in the way they interact with people they have not met before, the way they deal with stress and their activity levels.

· Master K – 7 years
· Clings to a particular carer and will not let that carer out of his site
· When introduced to other adults and children he will be shy and hide behind the carers back
· When upset he will cry uncontrollably and throw items across a room

· Miss R – 7 years
· Will socialise with most people in a room but stands back
· She is outgoing and social with other children her own age and willing to share items she owns 
· When she is upset she will normally argue with her carers and go to her bedroom upset






Case Study

Dave’s mum is very concerned about her son’s speech. Dave is four-years old and although he is very active in nursery, he uses offensive language in almost every sentence. Dave’s mum discussed the situation with his teacher. 
Her discussion with the teacher showed the reason – every sentence she spoke contained the same language she was complaining about Dave using. Dave’s teacher tried to explain that children learn to speak by example. 


Where does the problem exist?
· The problem is with Dave’s teacher
· The teacher is modelling a set of behaviours i.e.. swearing, which is outside the averages for the Dave’s age
· There is no consistency between the nursey and the home environment. Swearing is accepted at the nursey but not at home by Dave’s mother

Are there any developmental issues involved?
· No developmental domain has been identified as an issue in the scenario

In your opinion, how can Dave’s teacher help him improve his behaviour?
· Dave’s teacher can assist in improving Dave’s behaviour by modelling better communication and by not using offensive language in front of Dave
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