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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
1.i.	According to Bloom, the earlier a child starts using their first words, the smarter they’ll be later on in life. His findings show differences in the age children start using their first words. Children, who can use language within their first year indicated that they were brighter in their academics and mental growth. There is a big difference between children who can speak at an early age as to those who started speaking late. A child who can speak well, can join in on discussions. The more words a child can speak the better sentences they can build. 
1.ii.	The term lexical development refers to a child’s acquisition of words. Their vocabulary size at different stages. It is the study of changes that occur in vocabulary knowledge over childhood and it concerns the building of words. 
1.iii.	Morpho-Syntactic development is when a child starts to build short sentences by using different words together. They might get the grammar and sentence structure incorrect, but when they build their sentences correctly using the correct grammar, morpho-syntactic development has then taken place. 
1.iv.	Lisping is a speech defect by mispronunciation of the sounds ‘s’ and ‘z’ as ‘th’ sounds, example of ‘th’ sounds is thin and this. The word ‘lisp’, for example, would be pronounced ‘lithp’ by someone with this speech disorder. Many speech therapists consider lisping to be a cosmetic issue, rather than a true language concern and treat it as such. 
1.v.	Stammering, also referred to as stuttering, is a relatively common speech problem in childhood, which can persist into adulthood. Stammering is when you repeat sounds or syllables, for example, such as saying ‘mu-mu-mu-mummy’, when you make sounds longer, for example, ‘mmmmmmummy’ and also when a word gets stuck or does not come out at all. Stammering varies in severity from person to person, and from situation to situation. Someone might have periods of stammering followed by times when they speak relatively fluently. Speech pathologists recommend a course of treatment if the stammering continues for more than six months.
2.	Factors that influence language development in children:
Verbal Environment: It is important that developing children be immersed in a language rich environment. Children who are spoken to and read to are more likely to want to speak and learn to read. Social environment can be a hinderance to language development when there is a lack of example on which children can base their understanding of language and all that it entails.
Cognitive Processes: It has been suggested that there is a correlation between intelligence and early speech. Children who pick up on the language early show an increased level of cognitive development. They tend to develop early use of proper sentence structure and strong vocabulary. It should be noted, however, that children who are slow to develop language skills are not necessarily slow cognitively, as there may be other factors at play.          Social Development: A child’s environment directly affects their language development. Interaction with children is crucial in developing social and language skills. Parental involvement in language development translates to not only speak to the child, but also in maintaining conversation when the child is present. Toddlers picks up from the context and manner in which new terms are introduced.                                                                                         Linguistic Processes: A child’s linguistic ability directly influences language development. In formulating their own vocabulary, it is not uncommon for a child to associate a new word with a current object he does not have a label or word to associate it with yet. It is also common that verb endings, such as ‘ing’, develop in a way that infers a meaning to the toddler. A child will infer this ‘meaning’ as related to an activity like swimming, playing or running. This process of inferring is an important part of language development.                                                                                    Conceptual and Perceptual Language Development: Conceptual processes are linked to a child’s psychological age. Infants have different levels of understanding. Conceptual language skills are often harder to develop because they are also related to word knowledge. If a child has difficulty recalling a word, it is often likely that they will also know less about the object itself. In perceptual terms, a child’s auditory perceptual skills at 6 to 12 months is a predictor of their vocabulary size and syntactic complexity at 23 months. Making sure that conversations and language development takes place in those initial six months to a year are important  to language development. Conceptual and perceptual language become crucial to future language and literacy development as well.
3.	Language development in the first year
Birth to 3 months
In the beginning, babies express their needs by crying. As they grow, babies begin to try out their voices for more than merely crying, making a series of first sounds that will soon develop into first words. Even very young babies respond positively to being spoken to, turning their heads toward the sound of a familiar voice. 
4 to 6 months 
Baby babbling(meaningless sounds) is common during these months, with babies stringing sounds together that may begin to sound like ‘talking’. Babies this age often repeat sounds that are their favourite and that they remember. At this age, babies does not know the meanings of words. 
7 to 12 months
Babies first recognisable word is often uttered with much delight to the parents. Rhythms and tones appear too. The overall quality of a baby’s speech is improving too, with increasing consonants and varying long and short vowel sounds. Their sentence structure is not perfected yet. Parents should talk with their children all the time as children are taking in all the information during this stage. 
Language development in the second year 
13 to 18 months 
By fifteen months, most children have a vocabulary of four to six words. While their ability to verbalise is still limited, their capacity to understand is great. Vocabulary comprehension is much greater than it was just a few short months ago, with toddlers being quite capable of understanding simple directions. Parents should continue to read to their toddlers, who may decide that they have a favourite book that they request at every reading time. Picture books make good choices, as they offer toddlers the opportunity to show off their knowledge by pointing to objects as they are mentioned. At eighteen months, toddlers typically use ten or more words. They also repeat the words they hear. Choosing descriptive speech can help toddlers to not only increase their vocabulary, but to begin learning colours and shapes as well. Rather than simply handing a child a toy, parents should point at it and describe what it is as they pass it to the child. 
19 to 24 months 
Most children between 19 and 24 months are able to say several hundred of words, though they may tend to only use 50-75 words. They also tend to repeat their favourite phrases or words more frequent. They learn new words daily and develop a habit of copying their parents. Simple two word phrases are common, for example, ‘juice, please!’. Most two year olds will tell you their name when asked and can identify family members by name. Parents should be prepared to hear ‘No!” from their two year old on a regularly basis.
Language development in the third year
25 to 36 months 
At this stage, children have vocabularies of 200-300 spoken words on average. They ability of understanding other people is impressive. They use the appropriate pronouns and tenses along with syntax between this months. They refer to themselves as ‘me’ in sentences, rather than ‘I’. For example, ‘Me want juice’. Three year olds will speak in simpler terms to a classmate, but can engage in more detailed conversations with a parent or a teacher. 
Language development in 4 to 5 year olds
Children in this stage can communicate well and join in on discussions. They might start talking with a lisp, lisping is a speech defect by mispronunciation of the sounds ‘s’ and ‘z’ as ‘th’ sounds, example of ‘th’ sounds is thin and this. 
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