Introduction to interior design
Assessment 1

1. 
The two main branches within interior design are residential and commercial interiors. There are also three sub-branches that an interior designer can choose from. These are; - 
· Kitchen and Bathroom – 
This type of branch is very elaborate because a lot of planning must go into the kitchen and bathroom’s due to the amount plumbing within these areas. Any designer that chooses this branch must also be qualified or have knowledge within the Cabinetry and Plumbing industries. To fully understand what can and can’t be done within this branch.
· Windows and Drapes –
Although this area may seem meagre. A lot of thought and planning goes into where and which type of window would look best. Because a window and drape can mean the difference between a warm, energetic room and a morbid, dark room. Therefore, a window is a home’s source of light and energy. Same as kitchen and bathroom it’s also a bonus for the designer to have some knowledge within Heating and lighting industry.
· Lighting – 
Lighting is equally as important as windows. Because certain lighting can affect the way a room feels. Warm yellow lighting colours would make you feel more relaxed and calmer. Whereas different lighting may affect you differently.
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2. 
The main role of an interior designer is to create a place that is appealing. While also catering for the customers’ requirements by listening, liaising with the customer to fully understand the customers desires. An interior designer works on almost all aspects of the interior such as - flooring, windows, walls, lighting, furniture and doors.
A lot of thought and planning goes into the design. For example, an interior designer will look at which material will work best, what colours will make the room feel warmer and cosier and even sometimes provide input towards designing the building/room with the architect. They also must consider health and safety when designing, public building codes and the construction and mechanical process of buildings.
An interior designer will also have a speciality that the work on and therefore may choose which branch suits them best. For example; some designers work on anything from small/big hospitals, gyms, hotels and even Theatres. This type of designer is called a “Commercial Designer”. 
3.
The difference between residential and commercial is; -
Residential design is a type of design that focuses on more of a single home/apartment. For example, residential can design anything from the whole residence right the way down to a single room. And with this type of design the designer can also help decide what type of wall coverings, colour scheme, floor layout and many other things to consult. 
This type of designing is much preferred because it’s a lot more laid back. Because it’s not a huge amount of pressure on you to complete something within a short period of time. The designer also has the ability to design the residence that not only pleases them but also meeting the customers’ requirements and bringing their ideas to life.
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Whereas Commercial Design you work on a wide array of bigger buildings such as businesses, hospitals, banks and many more. Within this area the designer must not only design something that pleases the customer but if they’re designing a business building then they also need to make it appealing to the client’s customers as well as the general public. 
With commercial design the designer must follow strict guidelines provided by the clients. They need to fully listen to what the client requires, by doing a good job for the client. It can also provide you with more opportunities for not only that client but also other companies that have been informed of your good work.
When working on a bathroom for a residential client. You need to provide them with a stylish, yet functional area of which they can feel comfortable in. You also have the freedom to liaise with the customer on what you believe will look best while also following their requirements and ideas of what they want. 
When working on the bathroom for a commercial client. They will give you drawings, ideas and a description of what and where they want everything to be and you will ned to follow these procedures thoroughly to please the customer. 
When deciding on a seating area for a residential client. You would have to cater for the number of people within that household. For example, if you are designing a dining area there would be no point in having eight seats around a table if there is only a family of four living within the household. Therefor the customer and designer would need to discuss how many people are with the household and how many seats they require.
Whereas designing a seating area in Commercial design, you would need to know what type of building you’re designing. For example, if it’s a hospital you would not only need to just place a few seats here and there. It would require a vast number of seats throughout the building as well as within a waiting area so would need to try and accommodate for everyone. This would require a lot more planning and designing.
When designing a cooking area for residential client, you would need to fully understand what idea the client has and whether it will meet health and safety standards. When designing a cooking area, you need to communicate and listen 
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-to the client and understand the clients needs and requests. When planning you need to also understand basic plumbing.
Same as residential design, Commercial design would also depend on what type of building you’re designing. If you’re designing a beauty parlour then a cooking area may not be needed. But when designing a factory, you may also be required to also design a Canteen. If this is the case, then you need to plan how many people the company plan on employing and where the best place would be to design the canteen to accommodate a huge variety of employees. So, a lot more thought goes into designing a Cooking area for a Commercial building as they have more people to cater for.
4.
Case Study- 
Below I have rewritten the stages that should be done first to last.
1. Communicating with the customer to understand what they’re looking to achieve and how much they’re willing to spend.
2. The designer and the customer have come to terms on what would be best, the designer then starts to develop a plan on what they can achieve with the space provided.
3.  When they believe the plan is finished, the designer will then contact the customer. They will then discuss what maybe could be changed and what could be done differently until they’re both happy with the end result.
4. Once they have decided on the end result the designer with make estimates to what type of furniture could go whereby taking into account the dimensions of the room and what they decide to add/take away.
5. The designer will then start purchasing products while also communicating with the customer to finalize the purchase to make sure they’re happy with it.
6. Once the products have been delivered the designer will liaise with the builders to make sure that they’re installing them within their destined area. Once its been finished the designer will inform the customer.
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