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Marking Criteria:
We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1.
i. Although children typically follow a specific sequence of development, it is essential to remember that every child is unique. Children are born with certain innate abilities, such as breathing and crying. However, to move around and communicate, they must learn from environmental and social influences. These factors significantly impact their neurological development and the rate at which they learn and develop basic skills. Because of this, children are likely to develop different skills at different rates. 

ii. The term growth refers to measurable changes in a human's size. If a child were just to grow, they would only become a bigger version of their infant self. As humans age, they develop. The difference being that development takes into account quantitative and qualitative changes. As a child develops we can examine not only their psychical changes but also how they adapt to social, cultural and environmental influences. Children's responses to these factors demonstrate how successfully they develop a more complex knowledge and understanding of the world around them.

iii. Humans move through different stages of development throughout their life. These are progressive, orderly transitions which are unique for each individual. The various stages of development are infancy, childhood, adolescence (which is divided into two stages: early childhood and middle childhood and is also the stage at which the child goes through puberty) and adulthood. 

iv. The different areas of development throughout an individual’s life are physical, motor, social, emotional, cognitive and language development. 

v. Although the different stages of development can be measured individually, they are all interrelated. Development in one area affects development in all the others. One must look at all areas of development in order to accurately examine the progress a child is making. For example, a child who has more developed social skills is likely to become more confident interacting and communicating with their peers. Thus, developing their language. 

vi. Cognitive development can be defined as the construction of new or refined thought processes, such as decision making, problem solving and remembering. These processes continue to evolve throughout an individual's life, as they learn how to perceive and store new information from their surrounding environment. As they mature into adolescence, a person can begin to understand and internalize more complex and abstract ideas. 

vii. According to Erikson’s Theory of Psychological Development, the five Psychosocial Stages of development in children are Stage 1: Trust vs. Mistrust; Stage 2: Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt; Stage 3: Initiative vs. Guilt; Psychosocial Stage 4: Industry vs. Inferiority and finally Stage 5: Identity vs. Confusion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Social development relies on forming relationships with different groups of people. Bandura (1961) stated children learn through observation and that they will imitate behaviours modelled by adults. The school environment provides the opportunity for a child to see how adults and other children interact and behave. They begin to identify what behaviours are acceptable to different people. They learn how to play with others and to use basic manners, while understanding there are consequences for unacceptable behaviours, such as aggression and destruction. Vygotsky's research (1978) also supports the importance of relationships and interaction. He emphasized that understanding is embedded when 'scaffolded' by more knowledgeable others. Conversely, a child's ability to behave within the expectations of society doesn't rely purely on their social development. Progress in emotional and cognitive development will help the child gain a more complex understanding of the world, encouraging acceptable behaviour.

Activity 1 
Child A is a proactive learner with positive outlook, who enjoys expanding their knowledge and understanding. Child B has very low confidence in themselves and their abilities and therefore finds it difficult to take part in a learning environment.
a) When Child A is presented with a new task, they are motivated and willing to try hard, in order to learn and progress. Whilst for Child B, new tasks are the cause of high levels of stress and anxiety. When faced with a new task, this child often tries to disrupt the learning of others and in some cases resorts to aggressive language and actions.
b) Child A does not give up when mistakes are made, instead they learn from those mistakes as they thrive off the feeling of accomplishment. However, when faced with the same situation, Child B is likely to withdraw from the activity before even trying because they fear the embarrassment of making mistakes.
c) Child A is happy to ask for help when they need it or seek assurance from both adults and peers. Whereas, it will take a long time for Child B to ask for help and they are unlikely to continue independently even after help is given. 

Case Study
i.  The problem exists at home. Dave’s mother uses language that may be seen as socially acceptable for adults to use, but not for children. She is unaware of the significant influence her behaviour has on her son and perhaps is unaware of the example she is setting. 

ii. As his primary care giver, Dave’s mother’s relationship with her son is perhaps the most influential one. He has learnt to imitate her vocabulary and is unaware, at his age, that this behaviour is seen to be socially unacceptable for a child. He seems to be developing following the normal pattern, as his is learning through social influences and imitating the use of this type of language. The issue is not with his development, but with the behaviour he is experiencing. 

iii. Dave’s teacher must help him to distinguish between acceptable and unacceptable language by alerting him each time he uses offensive words or phrases. She must consistently reinforce the fact that certain words that he uses are not suitable for a child. In addition, when Dave uses polite language in conversation, he must be rewarded clearly for doing so. It is also necessary for Dave ‘s teacher to explain to his mother the importance of using appropriate language around her son. 
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