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Marking Criteria:
We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:

1(i).    Fashion has been and continues to be a reflection of a phenomenon that occurs within a particular decade. Thus, the first world war influenced the way women dressed.  Being a period of conflict mainly involving military personnel, women adopted or adapted to a military way of dressing by wearing coats and caps, slightly double-breasted and buttoning close to the neck with a band color or edging of narrow fur. Notably, the women adapted the Russian soldier coat as a way of dressing. 
       Women generally wore trousers. However, some women wore skirts showing a bit of their legs.  The shaving of legs became part of standard female grooming. Make-ups, including eye-liners and mascara were very popular. Jewelry was also very creative.

(ii).  As indicated with the situation of the first world war, fashion in the twentieth century reflected society, occurrences or situations within particular contexts.  Cultural and political upheavals of a particular time influenced fashion in the twentieth century. A person’s status also influenced fashion and expression in the twentieth century. Very comfortable blouses with cut-out sleeve could be worn over skirts. Around 1908, the Parisian couturier Paul Porinet created a new style called La Vague.  Long skirts, s-shaped line, loosely fitting clothes in natural fabric and high rigid colors were the main fashion suit in the 1960s. The 1970s introduced exotic fabrics and bell-bottom jeans for men and women. Clothes had pleasant style, and off the shoulder neckline blouses and lace trim were worn with jeans or skirts. Embroidered clothing, disco fashion and tight fitting clothes including women and men’s jackets also became the trend. Safety pins were commonly used to replace buttons or seams. Girlish, wild styles emerged in the 1980s. Leather and knit fabric miniskirts, leggings, ripped sweatshirts and layers of brightly colored, beaded necklace and accessories influenced by entertainer Madonna was in vogue in the 1980s. Athletic shoes were also a common fashion characteristic in the 1980s. Fashion in the 1990s featured rock-concert tee shirts, flannel skirts, jeans and long straight hair. Clothes were hyper color, reflecting the temperature at a particular time. Both men and women wore overalls.

2.  The designers of 1970 include the following; Vivienne Westwood, Diane Vna Furstenburg, Yues Saint Laurent and Halston.  In the 1970s, fashion was all about the individual. The designers made unisex and folk lone look; handmade from batik shirts, knitted shawls and crocheted caps, to pullovers and sweaters. Sweaters were a huge phenomenon in the early 1970s.  Fashion became very multifarious, uncomplicated, original and the individual length of the hem varied from mini, midi, maxi length according to the whim and mood. Clothes had pleasant style, and off the shoulder neckline blouses and lace trim were worn with jeans or skirts. Embroidered clothing, disco fashion and tight fitting clothes including women and men’s jackets also became the trend. The introduction of the Hippie look was widespread but it was not adopted by everyone. Other women adopted a simple way of dressing, i.e. casual fashion. 
Fashion for men in the early 1970s was the continuation of late 1960’s hippie fashion. The men wore bell-bottom jeans, tie die shirts, military surplus clothing, tweed sports jackets, Khaki chinos, chunky sweaters and corduroy pants. The men footwear in the early 1970s included flip-flops, Oxfords Birkenstocks and cowboy shoes. Two to four inches elevated platform shoes were popular in the 1970s. The men and women wore sports clothing as everyday apparel. 

3. In the nineteenth century, fashion was influenced by introduction of sewing machines, steam power, electricity, new dye formulas and other inventions which increased the ease of clothing manufacture and changed the face of fashion. The nineteenth century was characterised by clothing influenced by the Regency, Victorian and Edwardian eras. Charles Fredrick Worth was the first fashion designer for women’s clothes who labeled his garments in the 19th century. Flowing gowns were commonly worn by women. The introduction of sewing inventions added finesse to the gowns. In the Regency era (early 1800-1840), gowns and other clothes were made with plain, light weight fabrics that had subdued colours. Designers characterised the waistline using wide sash tied in the form of a bow at the back of a dress. Some ladies also wore hats that were tied under the chin with a ribbon. The Victorian era (1840-1890) introduced the design of dresses that had different shades and layers. Different kind of sleeves reigned during the period; ranging from puffy and quot sleeves, to fitted sleeves and finally bell sleeves. Similarly skirts evolved from crinoline to hoop skirts and eventually bustle skirts during the period. The Edwardian era which occurred in late1890s saw the transition from layered gowns and bustle skirts to the shaping of women dresses with an “S” curve. 
For the men, dandies such as George Brummel introduced fancy outfits which included ruffles with plain jackets, high-collared shirts and trousers. However, by the end of the century, the fancy clothes were replaced with clean polished clothing, and the colour black was recognized as appropriate colour for male dress attire. By the end of the century, ditto suits for men were also introduced as men in ready to wear clothing. To date, the colour black continues to be the recognized as most appropriate for manufacturing tuxedos and suits. Similarly, blue jeans which was introduced as a sturdy work pant became one of the most influential African trends.
  
Activity:
The fashion in the 1990s was the era that butterfly clips, slap bracelets and baby jeans, crop tops, knee-length socks, mini-skirts were worn mostly by the youth. Most people dressed to look like the favorite celebrity e.g. musician. Hair styles were part of dressing as well as shoes. Make-ups and the lipsticks were part of the 1990 trends. The popular colours for dresses in the 1990s were orange, fluorescent pink, purple, turquoise, acid green.
The year 2010 saw many recycled fashion, from the 1950s and 1980 designers, as designers replicated from the original designers like Vintage clothing. The leading designers in the early 2010s included Nicholas Ghesquiere, Muiccia Prada, Finda Gianni and Marc Jacobs. Popular models of the time included Girsele Bundchen, Lara Stone and Raquel Zimmermann. From the year 2010 to 2013, the wearing of acid wash skinny jeans, romper-suits, metallic dresses and Capri-pants became popular. The mini-skirts and maxi-skirts were very popular in this era. In the late 2012, upper apparel such as ugly sweaters, khaki super dry trench coats and T-shirts became popular.  The young American woman began wearing feather earrings. 
The A-line dresses, which were worn in 2010 made a comeback in 2014 with the hemline shorter than the styles in 2010. The clothing trend from 2014 to date includes black and white lace blouses, jackets and dresses with peter-pan collar.  Peplum dresses, floppy hats, pale denim shirt dresses are worn unbuttoned over blouses and light jeans. The designer Alessandro Michele of Gucci introduced the flat mule (shoe) in late 2016 and early 2017. The brightly coloured beige, red, green, brown and orange began to replace the grey colour which was common in the late 1980s. The year 2017 has also witnessed the wearing of pleated skirts, skinny jeans and ripped jeans, with accessories like the choker, high heels and flat shoes.

In my view, though fashion has evolved, certain trends in dresses in the early 1990s are still widely used in certain specific areas. A notable difference is that more style has been added to the dresses in current times making it more fashionable for men, women and youth. For e.g. jeans, which were worn in the 1990s is still worn to date. However, the designs for jeans have been made to become more fun and evolving in current times. Mini-skirts which were also worn in the 1990s became popular between 2010 and 2013. The colors of fabric used for dresses in the 1990s and current times are similar.
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