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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1.i. Moral reasoning is the way a child’s mind start to work with morals and understands them. Cognitive developmental studies suggest that a child’s ability to reason in the correct way depends upon their basic thinking skills. Family builds the first step of moral reasoning in any child’s mind. As children age, the social and intellectual experiences past the family are especially vital in forming the society – wide “big picture”.

1.ii. Cognitive developmental experts suggest that children will develop morally depending on their level of intelligence. Piaget studied moral development in two different ways. The first one offered moral issues to children and studied their answers, while the second one investigated how children use rules in the games they played.
He discovered that children show an interest to the rules in different times of the game or according to the group of age they are in. For instance, preschoolers play for fun and don’t mind the rules. On the other hand, a six-year old child thinks that rules are fixed and can’t be changed, whereas a ten-year old one recognize that rules can be altered.
Piaget stated that children, who are younger than the age of ten, are at the section of growth that is known as moral realism. They make a decision on whether an action was right or wrong depending on how much was wrecked, regardless the motives behind the action. Furthermore, children move onto a section of moral reasoning called moral relativism, which means to take into consideration the reason for the bad action.



1.iii. The different stages can be as follows:
Stage 0: Egocentric Reasoning.
Stage 1: Unquestioned Obedience.
Stage 2: What’s in it for me.
Stage 3: Interpersonal Conformity.
Stage 4: Responsibility to the system.
Stage 5: Principled Conscience.

1.iv. Bandura stated that children, first, study how to behave morally through a model. It is like imitating someone and it is usually someone who is kind or authoritative. Social learning experts think that children’s moral development can be helped out through using rewarding punishment approach but by taking into consideration that tough punishment can lead to a counter reaction. Punishment should be consistent and accompanied with rationality.

1.v. Freud suggests that the mind has three sections: 
1. The ID: It works on wishes and hopefulness, deals with anger and sexual behavior as well as encourages the thought of dreams.
2. The Ego: It is sensible and works on the second thoughts as well as the basis of real world. It always tries to find normal ways to solve things.
3. The Super-Ego: It has the conscience and thoughts of morals and values of the society as well as it looks for conformity.

2. A great piece of research in the Piagetian tradition is the work by Lawrence Kohlberg. Kohlberg has worked on moral development and he designed a stage theory of moral thinking which was much more developed by Piaget’s first ideas.
Kohlberg’s method was made up of 72 boys, from both middle and lower class families in Chicago. They were aged ten, thirteen and sixteen. He later added to his sample younger children, juveniles and males and females from many American cities and other countries. Kohlberg examined people responses to a story of a man named “Heinz”, who had to steal in order to save his wife. His wife’s doctor asked for a lot of money which Heinz didn’t have. The doctor was too selfish to reduce the money.
Once Kohlberg had sorted out the variety of response into sections, he wanted to find out whether his classification was reliable. In particular, he wanted to find out if other would score the answer in which all raters concurred. This procedure is called “Inter-rater Reliability”. Kohlberg saw that these agreement were high as he has in his study, but whenever investigators use Kohlberg interview, they also should check for inter-rater reliability before rating the whole sample.
For the pre-conventional morality, it is divided into three levels. The first level is divided into two sections. The first one is about obedience and punishment orientation. Kohlberg has explained that children’s answers were similar to Piagest’s first section of moral thought in a way that the children opposed what Heinz did. The reason behind this is the children believed that it was against the law and it was not right to steal. However, when the children were asked for further explanation, they always refer to the punishment.
Kohlberg calls stage one thinking as “pre-conventional” because children do not yet talk as members of society. Instead, they view morality as something outside to themselves as that which the adult people say they have to do.
The second section is called individualism and exchange. At this stage, children realize that there isn’t only one right opinion. Some children had other point of views. For example, one child suggested that Heinz stole the money because he has kids and someone is needed to take care of them. Another one said that may be shouldn’t steal the medicine because they may lock him up in jail for more years than he can take. The main explanation for this stage is, one is right when he matches his personal interest.
People at stage two are said to be reason at the pre-conventional level because they talk as trapped individuals rather than members of society.
The second level of Kohlberg’s research is divided into two sections: the first one is good interpersonal relationships and the second is maintaining the social order. The first section “conventional morality”, which means the common sense or what most people would think about, is that Heinz had nothing else to do but stealing to save his wife. The researcher was greedy and the judge needs to look at both sides before judging. 
The second section is about maintaining the social order. If everyone did what they want, chaos would be in place. It is about being civil with one another. People supported Heinz, yet they didn’t forget the robbery. The main focus is on following the laws, respecting people with high status and carrying out responsibilities, so that social order is consistent.
The third and final level is post conventional morality which is also divided into two sections. The first one is about social contract and individual rights. 
Stage five people believe that a good society is best understood as a social idea into which people enter to work to benefit themselves and many others. However, they think that all normal people would concur on two points. The first point is that they would all want standard eights to be protected. The second one is they would like to have some democratic steps for changing unreasonable law for making the community a better place. It is about taking priorities over some rules.
The second section is the universal principles. In real world, Kohlberg says we can reach and make decisions by viewing a situation through another person’s situation. In the Heinz problem, this would result in all parties – the researcher, wife and Heinz – take characters of other people. To do this, people can assume a lack of knowledge acting as if they don’t know which character they will eventually get. Everyone should be given full and equal respect. If the wife was considered of less value than the other, a just solution could not have been reached. 



3. The stages of moral reasoning start in the preschool years and may continue to adulthood. 
Stage 0 starts from preschool years till around four years of age. At this stage, the children have only one reason to be good: getting treats and not to face any consequences.
Stage 1 is around kindergarten age. They go through the phase of unquestioned obedience. Moreover, they know that they should do what they are requested for and the main reason behind this is to make sure not falling into trouble.
Stage 2 starts from elementary grades. During this phase, the children start to question the rules they know: what is right, which is the best thing to do, and be respectful to those who are respectful to them.
Stage 3 starts at the teenage years and late elementary grades. They know that they should be a good person and live up to the requirements of people they know. The reason behind this, is they want some social approval which lifts up their self-esteem.
Stage 4 is during the high school and teenage years. The children start to have some sense of responsibility. They know that they have a duty to their society, they need to do it in order to avoid the collapsing of the system, and to have self-respect.
Stage 5 starts at the early adulthood. It is about principled conscience from the concept of “I should show, as much as possible, respect for the rights of every human being. I should care for a system that protects people’s rights” 
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