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Assessment 9

Give short answers for the following questions:

i. What is moral reasoning? 

Moral reasoning is also known as moral development, it is the thinking process of a child who knows and understands right from wrong and whether the idea is right from wrong. The child must know what it is they are trying to accomplish as an end result, and this process also gives the child a chance to understand other people’s attitudes, actions and behaviour. It can also be based on the child’s social, culture, norms, rules and laws, and another factor for example is how children are taught by their parents and carers and deal with this information.   

ii. Give a brief Description of cognitive development theory. 

Cognitive development theory is an approach to psychology to explain human behaviour by understanding the thought process. For example one of the factors of a child’s Cognitive development is the child needs to have the ability to reason in the right way. It also depends on the child’s basic thinking skills and the child also needs to understand other people’s problems that need to be solved while the child is thinking about right from wrong. Experts who study Cognitive Development say it would also depend on the child’s intelligence of normal thinking and the capacities to understand their own morality.  

iii. Name the stages of moral reasoning. 

There are six stages of moral reasoning for a child to go through as part of their development. As well as these stages, the child has to include the parents or carer’s guidance to provide the foundation for the child at every stage. 

The six stages are as follows:


Stage 0 – Egocentric Reasoning and this can start at or before preschool age. 

Stage 1 - Unquestioned Obedience. 

Stage 2 – What’s-in-it-for-me fairness. 

Stage 3 - Interpersonal Conformity. 

Stage 4 - Responsibility to the System. 

Stage 5 - Principled Conscience. 

Research tells us that children are not young adults and their thoughts are different from the adults, because the child does not view the world as the adults do. With all children developing at different ages, as every child is different, I feel it is difficult to actually put ages against each stage as we do know that in some cases children can start developing young and others will be older. Some children will understand and be good readers but others will not for example be such good readers due to their health, although it is expected that children will continue to go on using the moral reasoning stages through to adulthood.

iv. What is social learning theory of child development? 

Social learning is very important development for the child as it includes the child’s wellbeing and happiness as they grow into adults. Social learning development also involves the child’s ability to interact with others and how they start to make new friends, which includes social relationships with their peers. There are several different experts for social learning theory of which Bandura is one, he stated that children first learn how to behave morally through a role model such as a teacher or an older sibling. I found it strange that Bandura did not include parents and carers as being important role models for a child. One of the ways a child’s morality can be helped, is if a child does acceptable behaviour they should be praised or receive positive reinforcements, and if the child’s behaviour is unacceptable, then a punishment would be considered, for example could be time out or banning one of the child’s favourite things.   

v. What are the three sections of mind according to Freud? 

Freud’s theory is firstly the mind is organised into three sections, the Id, the Ego and the Superego. 


These three sections are then made up of other parts for example the first part to grow is the Id and another example is the Id works on wishes and hopefulness. 

The second section is the Ego, which works on the basis of the real world and another example is that sensibility comes under the Ego section. 


The third section is The Superego and for example this includes the thoughts of a person’s morals and values in society, also in this section for example it also has the conscience and the Ego ideal.

1. Discuss Kohlberg’s method of research. What is Pre conventional, Conventional and Post Conventional Morality according to Kohlberg? 

In the first instant, Kohlberg (1958) agreed with Piaget’s (1932) theory of moral development in principle, but then he went on to develop his own ideas. It was in the early 1970’s that Lawrence Kohlberg became well known for his theory on Moral development, although he was never interested in the yes or no questions, but was more interested in the explanation behind the answers. There are six stages to Kohlberg’s theory and they are arranged sequentially in the order of complexity and then into three general levels covering the development of his morality theory. 


There are similarities to Piaget’s first section of moral reasoning, the reason Kohlberg starts with stage one thinking pre-conventional is because children are not talking or thinking as members of society, because at this age the child’s belief is that it is something that grown up people talk about and it is nothing at this stage the child feels they are involved in. In Kohlberg’s study although he believed everyone would pass through the stages, but very few people would go through his level six. One reason could be the person’s age, as we get older we have already built in our own individual rights, and we now understand our own responsibilities to our family and society and what is expected of us.  Kohlberg used the sampling method for his first piece of research which comprised of 72 boys from ages ten, thirteen and sixteen years of age. He interviewed the boys using the same problem which was known as the Heinz Steals Drugs. He later increased his study to include younger children, juveniles, males and females from other American cities. For the interview, there was an order of questions, then he asked new questions to help the interviewer understand the child’s explanation. Once he received the responses from the questions, he needed to check reliability and classification. Other judges independently scored the same sample responses that Kohlberg used and then calculated the degree to which all the people agreed this procedure, and this is known as interrater reliability. When others use Kohlberg’s research they should also check the interrater reliability before rating the whole sample. The problem with Sampling is, it has limitation, for example you cannot generalise the results to the wider population, and it could be Kohlberg could be biased to his own study. Kohlberg could even influence the case study, it can be time consuming and difficult to replicate. With his first study it was a very limited one, by only studying boys and only using three different ages, although he did go on to open up the studies, for example by using girls, younger children, juveniles and other children from other cities. 


Another problem now is in Kohlberg’s time, children respected their parents and teachers, but today that is not how it is. Teachers are very restricted on giving punishment to children and even how they talk to pupils. It is the same with parents, they give rewards from an early age and nothing to do with having good morals, for example ‘if you go to nursery today we will go to the sweet shop tonight’. Unfortunately, as the child gets older the rewards get bigger and the concept is to be good and do the right thing is lost on both parents and children. It is also difficult now, trying to teach morality, as you have to compete with the child’s peers, the media, TV and ipads, so morality comes a long way down on their list.                   


Pre Conventional is the first stage of Kohlberg’s moral development and it concerns the approach of a child’s right from wrong. There are two phases within Pre Conventional, the first phase is obedience and punishment, and the second phase is self-interest.  With the obedience and punishment stage, children between four and ten years of age, could be afraid of being punished, or do they think they can do what they want because they are not going to be physically punished, they may however be punished for example by having their phone taken away and this would come under self-interest. 

Conventional level moral reasoning is the reasoning of adolescents and adults to reason in a conventional way, and it is to judge the morality actions by comparing them to society’s views and expectations, the conventional third and fourth stage of moral development.

Post Conventional is the third and the final level of Kohlberg’s moral development, on reaching this stage of development the person is concerned with the innate rights of humans and they are guided by their own ethical principles. 


2. Describe the stages of moral reasoning with examples. 

There are five stages of Moral reasoning starting with 0 - Egocentric reasoning. This is where the pre-schooler is looking for a reason to be good, they are looking for treats but feel they don’t have to face the consequences. The child knows if they are good he/she will be rewarded at this age and they don’t yet understand the consequence of not being good. For example as a friend said the other day, too many parents say to their children, if you are good we will buy you some sweets. A child should not have to be rewarded for being good, they should be taught there are no treats for being good as in society they should always try and be good, but they need to be taught there are consequences if they are naughty. As moral reasoning is when the child applies to specific events to determine what is right from wrong and what they should do in that particular situation, and at this particular age they cannot do this at this stage perhaps because they are a bit too young to understand consequences.   

Stage 1 - Unquestioned Obedience. This is around five to seven years of age and the child should know what is right and what is wrong. The reason to be good, the child is looking to do what is asked of them and to make sure they do not get into trouble, for example when the child is given homework, they know they must take it home and complete it for the next day at school. The child will complete this task because when the teacher asks who completed their homework and the child has he/she knows it makes both the parent/carer and teacher happy, this in turn makes the child happy that he/she are being obedient.


Stage 2 - seven to eight years – what’s in it for me fairness – The child knows what is right and wrong and it is more for their own self-interest and what they can get out of it. For example using homework again, at this age there are usually house points involved for the homework being completed, so the child completes the homework because they want to get the most house points and because it is in their interest if they want to win. Although some children are competitive and want to win everything and other children have an attitude of could not be bothered and want to do the minimum as possible even if they are offered rewards such as house points. It is also sad that some schools now do not have a sports day because they don’t want children to lose, so there are no winners or losers and what is that teaching children about life.  

Stage 3 nine years to early teens - At this age children know what is right and wrong and why they should be a good person and live up to the requirement of people. I know and look out for, the reason to be good so that other people will think well of me looking for social approval and they think they are doing good things (self- esteem). At this stage, the person wants to be a good person so when their parents ask them to do something, for example in my daughter’s case she asks one of her children to go down to the lakes to collect the fishing money from the fisherman. She enjoys doing this and it makes her feel important by going down to the lakes with the little black book for food orders and it is not only that she is doing something positive but the fishermen treat her so her self-esteem increases and this makes her feel good.  


Stage 4 Responsibility to the system, high school and includes late teenage years - What is right children and young adults now know they should complete their responsibilities to the social or value system they belong to. They should know the reason to be good to stop the system from collapsing and keep self-respect as somebody who meets their own expectations. They should also know what is right and wrong and they know they should show as much respect as possible as they can. This stage is where the person thinks of others and they treat others as they wish to be treated. They understand and value the social system and they want to belong to the system, for example they will do everything in their power to do the right thing and they would not be seen being rude to their elders and they certainly would not be in any gang that would cause trouble. They tend to stick with others that have the same ideas and want the same thing as them such as property, good job, house and marriage. 

Stage 5 Principled Conscience - What is right and wrong, the young person should show as much respect for the rights of others. For example at stage five they are mentioning the rights of others and this could include people with different cultures, and religions. Also at this stage the young person should for example realise when the person starts to look at the wider picture and some volunteer to go to the African countries, for example in our case at twenty our friend’s granddaughter went off to Thailand to help set up a children’s nursery.        
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