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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:
1. Provide short answers for the following questions: 
i. What is a teaching assistant?
ii. What does a primary teaching assistant do?
iii. What does a secondary teaching assistant do? 

i. The teaching assistant supports classroom teachers. Also providing the essential support to teachers, from classroom preparation to personal and social development of the child. Assistants helping teachers to prepare for teaching by preparing resources or preparing the equipment before the beginning of the lesson.
The assistant builds relationships and trusts with each student of every age to help them achieve their goals.
It works with small groups of children who need additional support in some area. It can also include work with children with special educational needs (SEN) the teacher cannot always place in the normal classroom.
The assistant needs to be flexible, reliable, good communicator, empathetic, know how to motivate and inspire students to achieve goals.

ii. Teacher assistants in Primary schools helping with classroom preparation, working with children on a one-to-one basis or in small groups, helping children with reading, supporting children with literacy and numeracy skills, working closely with children with additional or special education needs, supervise children during lunchtime.

iii. A Secondary school teacher assistant doing all activities as in Primary schools but also can include a more specialized role. Assistance can include work as a technician for a scientific laboratory or a food technician.


2. “Teaching Assistant responsibilities can be broken into four main areas” - name these four areas and give examples of duties/responsibilities for each. 

1.Supporting the Students;

-provide related programs,
- encourage students to interact with others and participate in activities,
-motivate students and strengthen self-esteem,
- provide students with their safety and access to learning,
- encourage students to act independently as appropriate,
- encourage students to respond to their individual needs,
-use strategies for rewarding achievements,
- support for pupils with special needs,
- to monitor students who are excluded,
- to support pupils in distress,
- helping students in implementing the work program.

2. Supporting the Teachers;

- record keeping of students,
- work with a teacher in the planning of teaching,
- help in preparing learning materials,
- allow students access to learning using the appropriate resources,
-to cooperate with the teacher to support the students in achieving goals,
- to inform the teacher about problems, progress and achievement,
-to create a purposeful, neat and stimulating environment,
- Plan with other staff in planning and adapting learning activities,
- liaising with teaching staff to determine the needs of students,
- to establish constructive relationships with parents,
Promote good student behaviour, resolve conflicts and incidents, and encourage students to take responsibility for their behaviour.

3.Supporting the School 

- maintaining policies and procedures related to the protection of children, health, safety, security, confidentiality and data protection, and reporting the problem to the appropriate person,
- ensure that all students have equal access to learning and development opportunities,
- Providing local and national learning strategies,
- contribute to the overall ethos and goals of the school,
- adapt and prepare the resources needed to conduct learning activities, taking into account learners of interest and language and cultural background.
- establish constructive relationships and communicate with other agencies in order to support the achievement and progress of students,
- help maintain a safe environment for students,
- used strategies to ensure that pupils adhere to school behaviour policies and provide information to teaching staff,
- help in guiding the work of other teaching assistants.

4.Supporting the Curriculum 

- prepare the resources needed to conduct learning activities, taking into account language and cultural background,
-focus on programs related to local and national learning strategies,
- arrange the agreed learning activities by adjusting activities according to the needs of students,
- help students understand the instructions,
- to support students in terms of local and national learning strategies, as instructed by teachers,
-prepare and maintain resources according to the teacher's instructions and help students in their use,
- prepare work and other activities for students in line with the goals set by the teachers.

3. “Successful and effective teaching assistants share many of the same qualities” - explain why you think your character/personality makes you a good candidate to become a teaching assistant. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am an extremely hard working, highly self-motivated person with a successful background and qualification in the provision of valuable support and guidance to individuals within a safe and comfortable environment that promotes dignity and respect.  I work well on own initiative with a high level of self-responsibility and skills: listening skills, adaptability, positivity, patience, creativity. I am able to recognize student learning needs and weakness areas, motivate students, explaining the theory, answering student inquiries, helping with assignments and recommending learning methods. I am committed to working in a manner, which promotes diversity and equality ensuring that everyone is treated with respect and dignity and that no one suffers from discrimination. Also, through the agency, I work in different schools by supporting children to achieve progress and goals. 
Working there, I realized I enjoyed working with young kids. I believe that my enthusiasm for learning and helping students, making school a more enjoyable experience for them.
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