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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	
Answer to Question #1

Language Development:

The language skills of a young child are very important in the child’s social and educational success. The course of language development and its actual parts are typically described as;

· Phonological Development (Sounds)
· Lexical Development (Words)
· Morpho – Syntactic Development (Grammar)

All these domains are interrelated with both language development and in the use of language.

BLOOM’S RESEARCH:

The first and the foremost success gained in the development period of a child’s growth is the understanding of language and their ability to build-up on their first words.

Bloom (1993), psychologist, conducted research on the development of language in 12 children. His findings show significant differences in the age at which the children started using their first words.
Typically, children use their first traditional or adult words at the start of the second year. Some children with extraordinary abilities, start speaking as early as 10-months old. Some children do not get the first word landmark until they are 18-months old.
The children who achieved language success in their first year later indicated that they were smarter in school awareness, academic growth, and mental growth. There is a huge difference between children who  have  early  vocabulary  development  with  those  who  develop  these  skills  in  the  later  stages. Generally a child who has extraordinary oral skills including spoken vocabulary and discussion are more intelligent and sharp in sight and sound approach.
Five years is said to be the age at which the child experts the audio system and sentence structure of their language having a vocabulary of a large number of words. This is an amazing stage in the early childhood. This review explains the major objectives of language growth that a monolingual child (speaks only one language) experiences in the first five years and the systems that have been suggested to document this success.
It is therefore, evident from Bloom’s research that there is a direct connection between a child’s early language developments to the later Reading skills.

Answer to Question # 2


LEXICAL DEVELOPMENT:

Lexical development refers to children's acquisition of meaningful and grammatical elements of the lexicon. Here, the word lexicon means the vocabulary of a person or child.

Vocabulary Size at different Stages: 

It is a fact that vocabulary size increases with the increasing age. Observations show that children;

· Understand their first words at the age of 5 months
· Make their own words in between 10 – 15 months age
· Possess vocabulary of 50 words at the age of 18 months
· Possess vocabulary of 100-120 words at the age of 20-21 months.

After the age of After 21 months, the lexicon grows quickly making it impossible to calculate the exact number of words. The number of words in the vocabulary of a typical six-year old is estimated to be approximately 14000 words.
This in short, is the Lexical development of a child with respect to the study of Child Psychology.


Answer to Question # 3

STAMMERING:

Stammering is the act of pausing uncertainly. It is also called stuttering. This is most common among the children aged two to six years. There are a lot of schools   to deal with the children who stammer. A course of treatment is recommended by speech pathologists if this problem continues for more than six months.
Stammering is a major concern for parents or educators of a child when it comes to Language development skills.

Precautionary measures by Parents:

Parents can take the following precautionary measures with a child who is facing stammering:

1. Parents must speak slowly and clearly to a child who stammers, as this will encourage the child to slow his speech.
2. Parents should listen with proper attention allowing adequate time for a complete conversation.
3. Parents should never criticize, scold or discourage a child in anyway who stammers. This may shatter his/her confidence and self esteem.
4. Parents should not force their child to complete the sentence. This will confuse him/her and make extremely self-conscious.
5. Parents should allow the stammering children to express their feelings and needs. A stammering child is often aware of this difficulty. The reactions of their friends may make the child less verbal and less vocal.


Answer to Question # 4

Language Development Stages in Children:

Following are the skills that appear in different stages of Language development in kids; 

 Language Development in First Year

BIRTH to 3 MONTHS:

· Crying:

The only way babies can express themselves and get their needs met is by crying. As they grow, children start to try out their voices for more than merely weeping, making a sequence of different sounds that will soon become their first words. It is the duty of parents to encourage their child's vocalizations by different methods including discussing, studying, and performing. Children are studying overall tone, inflection, and beat of conversation by listening to conversations around them before they speak their first word.
Children are unique individuals. Different types of cries may indicate different needs.   Some astute parents are able to quickly determine what a child needs by discriminating different crying sounds.

· 4 to 6 months:

Babbling (meaningless sounds) takes place at the age of 4 to 6 months. A child repeats the same sounds again and again showing a special affection for that sound or word. They usually combine consonants and vowels like baba or gaga. Children begin to say mama or papa much to the delight of the proud parents. At this age, children do not know the meanings of words. They are simply imitating what they hear.

· 7 to 12 Months

Rhythm and tone appear in the sounds of a baby during 7 to 12 months. This sounds similar to adult speech. Still the sentence structure is not perfect but they act as if they are talking like an adult. Children develop an awareness of the word ‘no’. Children start nodding their heads and increase their use of hands and arm gestures when they want to be picked up even if they are not explicitly taught the meanings of their gestures.

LANGAUGE DEVELOPMENT IN SECOND YEAR:

· 13 to 18 Months:

The children understand their capability to connect their needs through language resulting in even higher efforts once they are equipped with a few real words. Mother and father should try to identify things and people to their children, providing them with opportunities to improve their vocabularies. Mostly children have a vocabulary of four to six terms by 15 months. Their potential to comprehend is excellent despite of their restricted verbalization. Children in this phase of life are able to understand easy guidelines.
Having constructive conversations can also help the little ones to improve their vocabulary. At this age they would love to read Picture Books, and may identify Colors and Shapes etc.

· 19 to 24 Months:

Children ages 19 to 24 months have the ability to comprehend many words yet they consistently use only 50-75 terms. The introduction of new words then becomes a daily routine and the children develop the habit of copying their parents. They begin to make two-word phrases like happy now, hungry now. At the age of three they speak 3 words sentences easily. In short, they are opinionated and vocally- able humans.

Recognizing Names:

Usually, a typical two-year old child says his name when asked and introduces his family members by names to other people. “No” is a common response from a two year old child.

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN THE THIRD YEAR:

· 25 – 36 Months:

The appropriate use of pronouns and tense along with syntax improves significantly during the time between the second and third birthday. This reveals huge steps in a child's ability to connect vocally. Children now have a large enough vocabulary to join in a discussion, referring to their vacations or remembering the facts of a family outing. At this stage, children usually have vocabulary of 200 -300 words. They start referring themselves as “me”. Three year old will talk in easier terms to a classmate, but can practice more specific discussions with a mother, father, or instructor.

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT DURING 4-5 YEARS:

· 4 – 5 Years:

Children are able to maintain specific and extended discussions when 4 years old. They are able to talk clearly and in mostly appropriate terms. They usually begin to talk with a lisp (a speech defect that involves pronouncing‘s’ like the voiceless 'th' and 'z' like the voiced 'th').but this is typical and not usually a cause for concern. If children have on-going problems, parents may wish to seek advice from with a conversation pathologist.

	Age

	Typical Language Development

	
6
Months
	     Voice with tone changes
     Responds quickly to his/her name
     Replies by turning his/ her head and eyes to human voices without visible hints.
     Responds suitably to friendly and angry tones

	
12
Months
	     Uses one or more words with meaning. Could be an incomplete sentence.
 	Easily understands simple instructions, especially if hints through voice or physical actions are given
     Practices change in words.
     Understands the social value of speech

	18
	     Vocabulary of 5-20 words
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