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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1i) A teaching assistant is an individual who is responsible for assisting pupils with their learning and to help them progress to their maximum potential in an academic setting by adapting to their specific learning type. Job roles can be in a variety of different institutions, from Primary Schools all the way through to Secondary school and College. They can cover a variety of different duties such as administrative tasks, whole classroom support and one to one support for pupils with additional needs, and providing essential monitoring and feedback of pupil progress.  

1ii) A primary school teaching assistant is responsible for helping children develop their reading, writing, and numeracy skills as well as supporting the class teacher by assisting with classroom activities and general administrative tasks. Day to day tasks can include collecting resources and setting up classroom activities, monitoring the progress of all pupils to then be able to report back to other members of staff, and to supervise social situations amongst pupils and step in, when necessary, to discipline any inappropriate or unwanted behavior. A teaching assistant at primary school level can also be called upon to supervise lunch and or break times as well as cover any teacher absences if needs be.

1iii) A secondary school teaching assistant usually supports either in a specific subject or provides one to one support for a pupil with special educational needs. 
      A teaching assistant that is supporting a specific subject would be required to assist with the setting up and cleaning down of classroom activities, monitor pupils’ progress, and provide feedback when needed to the pupils, teachers, or primary caregivers.
      A teaching assistant that is providing one to one support for an individual with special educational needs is responsible for helping with their educational, physical and personal needs. They are responsible for helping develop their speech and language skills, monitor and address problematic behavior where necessary, as well as having to assisting with any giving of medication or feeding.

2) There are four main areas of responsibilities for a teaching assistant:

Supporting the Pupil
One of the four main areas of responsibility for a teaching assistant is to support the pupils either as individuals or as a collective by creating a trusting and respectful relationship with every pupil. This can be done by ensuring their personal and educational needs are met as well as being a good role model for them to follow. 
	By creating a classroom environment where participation is encouraged, the self confidence within the pupils will grow and hopefully from this a love to learn will develop rather than a negative attitude towards learning. This is important as it will help the pupils get the most they can out of their education and progress to their maximum potential. 
	Lastly, part of supporting the pupils, is to monitor their progress regularly and learn all you can about their individual learning types. Subsequently, additional support can then be given where needed, any additional needs can be addressed, and the type of support that pupils need will be able to be given effectively. From this monitoring other colleagues such as SENCO’s can be contacted if it is suspected a pupil may have special educational needs and needs more support. 
 	

Supporting the Teacher
Another main area of responsibility for a teaching assistant is to support the teachers. One way in which this can be achieved is to help with any administrative duties such as collecting resources and completing tasks such as photocopying, emailing, and typing. 
	Another part of supporting a teacher is by monitoring the progress of the pupil and being able to reiterate it back to teachers, SENCOs and caregivers. From this you can then help to create effective goals depending on the pupil’s individual strengths and weaknesses. A teaching assistant may also be asked to help with preparing and looking over pupil’s IEPs.
	Another way of supporting a teacher would be to help ensure that the classroom environment is always a safe and productive one. This can be by ensuring that the health and safety of everyone is always in mind, and that conversations are had with the class teacher about any behavioural issues that may have arisen, and that the issues in question are noted and kept an eye on. It is also beneficial to the classroom environment to encourage open, honest and inclusive conversations between all pupils. 


Supporting the School
The third main area of responsibility for a teaching assistant is to support the school. This can be done by creating and maintaining good relationships with fellow colleagues and parents, as well as any outside parties you may need to provide information. A few ways of maintaining good relationships with fellow colleagues would be by communicating with them clearly and professionally, covering any teacher absences, and helping to plan and supervise any extracurricular activities or excursions.  
	Another way of supporting the school would be to aim to develop one’s self professionally by regularly attending training and becoming confident in the use of new technology that could benefit teaching. This would help a teaching assistant be more flexible to adjusting to pupils’ individual learning types which in turn would benefit the school.
	Lastly, it would be of great benefit to be confident with, and to have a good understanding of, the school ethos and their approaches towards education and their deliverance of learning strategies.

Supporting the Curriculum

The last area of responsibility is to support the curriculum. This can be done effectively by helping with the execution of local and national learning strategies, and ensuring that the pupils understand the tasks that they have been given by the class teacher. An example of doing this would be make sure that the classroom and all the needed resources have been set up ahead of time but also, to make sure the tasks and resources can be adapted to different learning styles.
Another example of a way in which a teaching assistant can support the curriculum, is to help with the planning and running of any extracurricular activities or school excursions. As well as actually planning the activities, promoting and encouraging pupils to attend such activities that could beneficial to their learning, is also very important.  
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