Yashid Fateh-Mamode – Introduction to Child Psychology
Give Short Answers for The Following Questions: (14)
· Do All Children Develop Various Skills and Abilities at The Same Time? If Not, Why? 
Development doesn’t affect every child in the same way because not everyone shares the same genetics, there are different influences that are involved when children are growing up such as environmental factors, these can be their social, cultural and socioeconomic background.
· Explain the Difference Between Growth and Development. 
Development discusses physical and behavioural changes whereas growth mostly focuses on a person’s physical size.
· What Are the Various Stages of Development in Humans? 
Stages of development can also be known as the human life span referring to stages of infancy 0-2 years old, childhood 2-12 years old, adolescence 12-18 years old and adulthood 18+.
· What Are the Different Areas of Development Throughout an Individual’s Life?
Physical, motor, social, emotional, cognitive and language development all aid in a child’s experience in understanding the world better, each area controls a different aspect of one’s individuality.
· What Is the Relationship Between Different Areas of Development in A Child? 
Motor skills are a perfect example as it involves one’s self to be able to control their body. As one gets older and physical stronger, they’ll have to progress in their capability in doing day-to-day task such as being able to handle more weight e.g. plates and whether they’re able to maintain that strength until the completion of a task e.g. putting them on a table.
· Define the Term ‘Cognitive Development’. 
This refers to how a child thinking abilities changes from one age to the next, specifically how information is processed, skill development, language learning and other aspects of development.
· What Are the Five Stages of Development in Children, According to Erikson’s Theory of Psychological Development? 
Erikson’s stage theory refers to the progressive deployment of the ego’s identity within children that is strengthened through social interaction. Erikson believed that children are motivated by competence when learning new behaviours, if a child is successful in reaching a new level of competency, they are able to recognise their achievement, failing however they can be left with a sense of inadequacy. 
· Stage 1 – Trust Vs Mistrust highlights the importance of building a relationship with a caregiver as this will aid them in future stages however failing this, they can be left with a fear of inconsistency and unpredictability.
· Stage 2 – Autonomy Vs Shame and Doubt focuses on personal control, Erikson highlighted when children are being toilet trained a sense of being control of their bodily function’s aids in their independence. 
· Stage 3 – Initiative Vs Guilt focuses on social interactions mainly if children are successful in getting along well with others, they’ll have a stronger ability to lead others whereas being unsuccessful encourages self-doubt among with a lack of initiative. 
· Stage 4 – Industry Vs Inferiority this stage focuses on the early school years, being able to establish friendships creates a sense of pride especially if encouraged by parents or teachers whereas others who don’t receive encouragement will most likely doubt their abilities. 
· Stage 5 – Identity Vs Confusion, this final stage focuses on adolescence children developing a sense of self, yet again those who receive reinforced encouragement will have a stronger sense of self while others will tend to feel confused with themselves in the future.
2. “Social Development Refers to The Development of Those Abilities That Enable the Individual to Behave in Accordance with The Expectations of Society.” Discuss This (4) 
Social development refers to one’s ability in understanding societal guidelines in day-to-day situations. One’s ability to comprehend societal norms can be learnt from the early stages of infancy, as one can begin to distinguish those who approach with care and affection. As their childhood progresses, they’ll begin to learn what’s right and wrong from both their culture and peer group, this could range from learning the correct manners when speaking, eating and interacting with others. A child will also learn through repetitive conditioning that things like stealing, hitting and being inappropriate are not accepted in society. Eventually the child will begin to understand complex behaviours by themselves and won’t need to be reminded about how to behave in society.
Activity 1 (6)
Think of two children that you know. List three ways that they tend to be different from one another in the way they respond to situations (for example, in the way they interact with people they haven't met before, the way they deal with stress, their activity levels). 
Child 1 
· Hyperactive when receiving new toys which tends to cause accidents. 
· Social in most situations, not afraid of leaving his parents to go explore new things.
· Easily frustrated when not understood or when he doesn’t get what he’s looking/asking for.
Child 2
· Timid in most situations, doesn’t proactively go to meet new people.
· Not Social, rarely leaving the comfort of her parents.
· Not easily bothered by loud or uncomfortable situations.
Case Study (6)
Dave’s mum is very concerned about her son’s speech. Dave is four-years old and although he is very active in nursery, he uses offensive language in almost every sentence. Dave’s mum discussed the situation with his teacher. Her discussion with the teacher showed the reason – every sentence she spoke contained the same language she was complaining about Dave’s using. Dave’s teacher tried to explain that children learn to speak by example. 
Considering the above situation, answer the following questions:
· Where Does the Problem Exist? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within Dave’s close circle he is picking up language techniques from the people around him most, in this situation it’s clearly the mother’s bad habits being learnt by Dave, who is unaware of the severity of the words he is saying.
· Is There Any Developmental Issue Involved?
Dave’s language development has clearly been blemished by his mother’s constant use of profanity.
· In Your Opinion, How Can Dave’s Teacher He Him Improve His Behaviour?
As Dave is still in early development this situation could be resolved simply by this mother refraining from using profanity in close proximity to Dave. In addition, constantly explaining to him why profanity is bad if/when he does swear, him having an understanding of why it’s wrong will aid him in the future.
