Unit 1
What does wedding etiquette mean? 
3Etiqueete refers to a set of rules which must be followed. These are the usual practices set by social convention or by an authority related to weddings. Today, however weddings can be less formal and some couples prefer to make their own rules but there are/may be some wedding etiqueetes they will want to follow either because it’s their culture or tradition and risk upsetting people. 
What is a sake - sharing ceremony and in which culture it is performed? 
A sake-shaking ceremony is performed within Japanese culture and creates a formal bond, cementing the bond between the families. San-san-kudo, san means “three”, ku means “nine” and do means “to deliver”. Using three flat sake cups stacked on top of one another, the bridge and groom take three sips each from the cups first then their parents do the same. 
Why is a civil ceremony important in Russia? 
A civil ceremony is not really considered particular important to family and friend its more that the wedding reception is. This event is a very lavish affair which can last 2 days. A civil ceremony can be done in a few ways. The couple would go to the registration office known as ZAGS together where they would be greeted by their family members with bread and salt. They can have a quick ceremony where the couple literally sign the papers, exchange rings then head to the party, another option is to have a ceremony that lasts 15-30minutes or they can go the whole hog, where during the ceremony the parents off the married couple give them crystal glasses to smash on the floor, the more shards they create, the greater the number of years of happiness they will spend together. 
Outline the main skills required to be a wedding planner. 
The main skills you need to have to be a wedding planner are good communication skills, be super organised, have a calm manner and always have a plan B if things go wrong so you can quickly think on your feet.  
What is the role and scope of wedding consultancy in the modern world? 
A wedding consultancy is someone who owns their own business and is available at a price to either deal with the whole weddings or part of it. They are there for ideals or advice to help brides and grooms-to-be with the running of their day or design ideas and entertainment. They can help to keep the wedding on budget and have valuable knowledge that can help to make the bridges and grooms life easier and also to have someone to support you and lead on when you are feeling the pressure.


Traditional English Wedding Reception 
Tradition at an English wedding reception to cut the wedding cake that would be fruitcake filled with ground almonds, raisins and cherries, topped with marzipan. In the Tudor period it was custom to have a groom’s cake which was also a fruitcake but these days it usually a chocolate cake. Another tradition regarding the cake was to get the baker to place a charm made from sterling silver with a ribbon tied to each charm in between the layers of the cake, when the couple had cut the cake and it was time to share, all the bridesmaids came forward and pulled on one ribbon, this symbolised good fortune for each bridesmaid, this was called “ribbon pull”. Another tradition is Favours, this is to give the guests something to reminder your day. Today, the tradition has evolved to giving each guest five sugar coated almonds to symbolise health, wealth, fertility, happiness and long- life. Throwing the wedding bouquet at the reception is a tradition that was introduced by American but a lot of brides do this, this is meant that whoever catches the bouquet will be the next to marry. Another tradition is to tie shoes to the honeymoon car when the couple depart or many now use tinned cans. Rain on a wedding day is considered good luck by the English. 
German Wedding Traditions 
Traditionally a wedding celebration might last for three days in Germany, first the couple have a civil ceremony attended by only family and close friends. The following evening the reception is held. 
Traditions relating to the wedding include Polterabend, smashing of old plates this is meant to bring good luck. Sawing the tree trunk, Baumstammsagen this is meant to show the strength of the couple and their ability to work together. The veil dance, the couple dance under the veil then when the music stops all the single ladies have to rip off pieces, whoever collects the largest piece is said to be the next to marry. Kidnapping of the bridge, traditionally the bridge is kidnapped by the best man at some point during the reception and drags her from bar to bar until the groom finds them, when he does the groom has to pay for the bill as well as a round of drinks for everyone. Rice throwing is another one, people throw rice at the newly couple and it’s said that the amount of rice that sticks to the bride is symbolic of how many children the couple with have. 

Make a collage of pictures showing wedding traditions and customs of different cultures. 
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