[image: BOLC_Logo]                                                                  
   Assignment Cover Sheet





	Student Name:
	Debbi penny

	Student Number:
	

	Course:
	Child psychology L 5 Diploma

	Assignment NO:
	Unit 3



Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	
Unit 3

1)
i) Privation
Privation is a failure to form an attachment. It occurs when a child has no opportunity to form a relationship with a parent or primary care giver or when a relationship is distorted due to their treatment. It is the absence or lack of basic necessities.

ii) What is deprivation
Deprivation is losing an attachment that was previously there. An established relationship and attachment is broken.
It occurs when something is taken away.

iii) How can the effects of deprivation be reduced? Explain with references to the works of different psychologists
There are steps taken to reduce the short term effects of deprivation.  
Skodak and Skeels found that giving a child lots of attention and more adult contact and were provided with more stimulation suffered less severe effects and that such provisions increased their IQ.
Robertson and Robertson (68) noticed that children separated from their primary care giver go through PDD – protest, despair, detachment. This was based on a study of children that were hospitalised. They also noticed that if a child was provided with a substitute attachment figure, when reunited with the primary caregiver the child did not suffer PDD.
Spitz suggests that providing more individual care, more attention and stimulating environments  can minimise effects.
Daycare should be kept to a minimum until the child is 2 years
If divorce, routines should remain the same, conflict kept away from the children, older children should be given an opportunity to discuss things and contact with the absent parent should remain.

iv) How does divorce and separation really affect children, according to Cockett and Tripp’s work? Long term deprivation can be classed in two categories – separation or divorce and due to death. Family reordering (divorce or separation) has been shown to have a negative effects later on in life. Examples of these are low academic and socioeconomic achievement. It can be a stressful situation for a child, being reordered into a new family if and as a parent remarries.
Crockett and Tripp looked at children living in reordered families to see how divorce affected them. It had been said that children with separated parents were at risk of social and educational problems so they wanted to find out which factors had most impact. This study involved interviewing children and involved 152 children and there parents. The groups were split into 3 – 1) reordered, separated or joined other families
2) intact families suffering serious discord
3) intact families not suffering any serious discord
Those from the reordered group suffered the more damaging effects than the intact families.

v)  Are the effects of privation reversible?
Hodges and Tizard believed that privation could be reversed after conducting a study on a number of institionalised . children. There was mixed evidence for reversibility.
Also the results of Koluchovas research suggests the same as they studied twins whom both grew up and got married and had children. The twins were locked in a cellar for 7 years and beaten. There was no language , gestural communication and a severe development delay. The twins were adopted at 9 years old and developmentally normal by 14 years old. 
Freud and Danns research on 6 children also suggested it can be reversed with only a couple of the 6 having trouble later in life. They studied child survivors of Nazi death camps. They were hostile to adults and had limited language. They were adopted at 6 years and did eventually form attachments to their carers. There were emotional problems and some depression.

Curtis’s however found the effects were irreversible according to his research on a girl called Genie. In this case there was extreme privation and abuse. An intense rehabilitative effort was made but there were questions about the techniques. There was also a question whether Genie was not developmentally normal.
Looking at all the research and considering the factors, it is suggested that privation maybe reversible in some situations but there are many differing factors that can affect the reversibility. It seems if good quality care is given , the right sort of love and environment and the opportunity to develop an a attachment to a sensitive caregiver can help reverse the effects.

The effects of privation are more reversible than Bowlby believed. The longer the period of privation the harder is it to reverse the effects.

vi) According to a NICHD USA study, what factors affect children in day care.
A study was conducted and from this data gathered that highlighted aspects that affect children in daycare. 
Types of Daycare  - a good daycare should increase a child’s growth in behaviour, intelligence and academics.
Best time selected for daycare – starting the child after the age of 2 had the least effect.


vii) State two effects of day care on cognitive development. 
There is an overwhelming amount of evidence that suggests effect of day care on a disadvantaged child can be cognitively enriching and advantageous. For the advantaged child there are reports that show positive and negative effects on cognitive functions. It appears to be dependent on the quality of care but good quality daycare can improve mental and language development according to Belsky but the longer spent in these meant a higher chance of behaviour problems.

viii) What is autism? Outline some characteristics of autistic behaviour.
Autism is a developmental disorder.
Characteristics
Communication problems
Short attention span 
Inability to socialise
Subdued behaviour
Poor eye contact
Dislike change
Repeated behaviour
Unable to show emotions

ix) Explain the theory of mind.
The core concepts involved in the Theory of Mind are beliefs, desires and intentions which are used to understand why someone acts a certain way. It involves understanding another persons knowledge, beliefs, emotion’s and using that to navigate social situations.  A commonly used task to measure Theory of mind is a false belief task. One of these used is the Sally-Anne process. Children that haven’t developed a Theory of mind may not understand that others have different beliefs then them. 

2) Discuss the relationship between day care and insecure attachments 
There are many children now in daycare and some from a very young age and a lot written about the potential effects on the children. However it appears that science can’t seem to prove the effects of daycare on children ‘Psychology Today' as all the findings are inconsistent and different studies have produced different results. 
Belsky and Divine did a study that suggested more full time daycare babies were classified as insecurely attached (47%) than those with little or no day care.
The National Institute of child health and Youth Development conducted a study that showed that family life had more impact on mother child attachment and the quality, frequency and consistency of the interactions between mother and child helped more with cognition, language and social development.
This suggests that having a close and loving relationship with the child will create a secure attachment and lessen any possible affects of daycare.
There maybe an affect on the child if there is already an insecure attachment between mother and child and the mother is low in sensibility.
An insecure attachment is likely to develop when the adult is insensitive and not well attuned to their babies communication and when the care is inconsistent and does not meet the babies needs. This suggests as discussed above that it may not be daycare that affects the child’s attachment but primarily the relationship with his care giver.
It seems most children can do well in day care but it is important that a good quality care is chosen, and the age they are placed there.


3) How does autism affect a child’s development?

Children with ASD develop at a different rate and don’t necessarily develop skills in the same order as typically developing children.
For example the speech may be slower and the explosion of language other children have  doesn’t happen. They may only have a few words a around 12 months and then learn one or two new words a month instead.
Children with ASD struggle to understand  that people have different desires and beliefs from theirs so find it hard to understand others behaviours. This can impact on their social skills and they may find it hard to make friends. They also like to spend more time alone.
As they don’t tune into people in the same way they find it hard to develop communication and language skills. This is linked to joint attention or shared attention ( using eye contact or gestures to share experiences) 
Children with autism show more behavioural differences and seem to spend less time looking at people, vocalizing, responding to their name. There appears to be many social impairments before 24 months. Communication is the second biggest problem faced by a child with ASD.
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