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1. Please find below my answers.
i. Internal auditor role is multidimensional in nature, it includes evaluating internal controls established by the management and compliance with its instituted policies, evaluating different risk faced by the organization, analyzing the operations and issue his/her findings and reviews compliance to rules, regulations laws, codes of practice and standards. On more specific manner, internal audit roles include collecting documents and analyzing for authenticity, corroborating evidence, testing and analyzing data, sampling and interviewing. These are done to come up with audit findings, including recommendations to the audit committee. 
ii. Through understanding the external auditors’ relationship with the client, forensic accountants can extract information from them. In addition, considering the professional service rendered by external auditors to the client, forensic accountants can acquire financial information from them and their assessment of internal control of the organization.   Also through having access to external auditors’ working papers and its staff, forensic accountant can extract information as to the company’s business process, system, documents, and identify high risk areas.   
iii. The following are objectives of internal auditors in forensic investigations:
a. Completing the annual audit plan within the scheduled time and schedule;

b. Cooperate with the management;
c. Protect its audit team from criticism and possible blame for internal lapses
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iv. The following roles of forensic accounting investigators when working in a forensic accounting team: 

a.  Assist in planning and conducting a financial crime investigation;

b.  Assist in interviewing potential witnesses and suspect for the financial crime, and try to extract confession from the suspect;

c.  Help in data mining and data analysis of company’s books, records, accounting system and electronic data;  

d.  Check existence of customers, vendors and validity of company’s transactions with them;    
e.  Assist in data authentication, forensic imaging, information technology and e-mails search tools; 
f.  Review and analyze accounting transactions and compliance with accounting standards;  
g.  Review and critically analyze financial statements, accounting reports and other management financial reports;

h.  Gather financial and non-financial information relevant to the investigation from sources outside the company;  
i.  Coordinate with company’s audit committee, internal auditors and external auditors with regards to the on-going investigation;

j.  Perform background check on relevant personnel;
k.  Assist the legal counsel in developing investigative techniques and procedures, and different hypotheses with regards to investigation at hand; and 

l. Assist legal counsel drafting reports relevant to the investigation, especially concerning accounting, reporting and financial information.  
  


2. Forensic accountants work with lawyers involves review and analysis of financial information and accounting transactions. Since forensic accountants have in depth knowledge and experience on accounting and auditing, normally lawyers tap their service on financial crimes investigation.  
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3. Privacy is very important in forensic investigations, in order not to put the witnesses and suspect(s) in harm’s way and avoid putting the organization in a precarious situation pending for the findings of the investigation and resolution of the case. The investigation must be kept to very limited number of people in order to achieve confidentiality of the investigation. Though regulators might be inquired during the course of the investigation to disclose relevant information, confidentiality must be maintained at all times.  
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