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 Understanding Critical Thinking 

 Answer the following questions: 
Q: 1: Short Questions (15) 
I. What is Critical Thinking? 

Critical thinking is the mental process of actively and skillfully scrutinizing a situation/problem involving applying, analyzing, finding several different alternatives and then choosing the best logical answer to that problem.

II. Describe Ned Hermann‘s whole-brain model. 

The Whole-Brain model was developed in 1979 and it outlines 4 thinking styles namely facts, future, form and feelings. Facts deal with the Logical, Analytical, Fact-based and quantitative aspects of critical thinking. Future comprises of Holistic, Intuitive, Integrating and synthesizing thinking. When thoughts are organized, detailed, planned and in sequences, it’s called the Form. Lastly, feelings are described as being interpersonal, kinesthetic and emotional. This model enables us to use these 4 aspects to think critically.
III. Define the following terms: 

a. Argument – The framework that a critical thinker uses to convince someone of a particular conclusion with evidence.
b. Evidence – The fact or reasons that support a particular conclusion.

Q: 2: What is the difference between non-critical thinking and critical thinking? Explain, giving examples. (7) 

The non-critical thinker sees things exactly as they appear. They do not deviate beyond the obvious. The critical thinkers go beyond the realms of the obvious and try to look at the whole picture.
Example: A simple example of a non-critical thinker would be that he would buy a book by just looking at the cover whereas a critical thinker would analyse if it’s worth buying the same book by reading an excerpt, reviews of the book bit about the author. 

The non-critical thinker is lazy which explains the indolent attitude towards looking at situations whereas the critical thinker looks at the same situation assertively. 
An example would about be choosing movies to watch. A critical thinker would read all about the movie, the director, analyse the reviews, get any information about it before making a decision. A non-critical thinker would probably choose or negate seeing the movie just based on the poster of the movie or the actors.

The non-critical thinkers are stubborn, close minded and rigid while the critical thinkers are flexible and open minded. 
Example: While faced with a confrontational situation, a non-critical thinker will perceive the confrontation in an aggressive manner whereas a critical thinker would get all the facts, have a reasonable discussion about the various aspects before concluding. He will not deal with it aggressively. 






Q: 3: Discuss the theory of Left- and Right-Brain Thinking by Roger Sperry. (8)
The scientist Roger Sperry explored and conceptualized the theory of different characteristics inhabited by the left and the right brain thinkers. The theory is that one side of the brain is dominant in determining the personality, thoughts and behaviors of an individual. He summed the people thinking with their left brain to be more comfortable with words rather than images. They opt for more traditional methods of reading and writing to express their thoughts whereas the right brain thinking people seem to be more artistic in expressing themselves. Thinking logically and sequentially seemed to be the characteristic of the left brained people whereas right brain thinkers rely on their intuition more. People using the right side of the brain seem to be more emotional in life. The left-brain thinkers look for differences rather than commonalities and pattern. Right brain thinkers are impetuous in comparison to the more planned left-brain thinkers. Objectivity is more the left brained people’s forte and analyzing the entire picture seems to be the right brained people’s inclination. 
Since left brained people rely on hard facts and real data, they are not inclined to over react quickly. This can be a very good attribute in leadership roles. When faced with any problem, they tend to find efficient solutions. A right brain dominant person may find it difficult to try to solve such problems individually, however they thrive in a group led discussions that enables them to nurture their creative side. 
To conclude both sides of the brain have their advantages and there have been mental exercises prescribed to strengthen the sides of the brain one wants to be dominated with. 


















	



Student Statement:

By submitting this assignment, I confirm that this is my own work.



	Student Signature
	[image: ]
	Date
	08/03/2019




For Tutor / Assessor Use Only
	Total Marks
	

	Marks Obtained
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Percentage / Grade
	













image1.png
ﬁ
o R




image2.jpeg




