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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:


What are various benefits of environmental policy? (8) 
Forms the foundation of environmental improvements for a business and sets out key aims and principles:
· Helps to stay within the law
· Improving information for employees about their environmental roles and responsibilities 
· Improving cost control
· Reducing incidents that result in liability
· Conserving raw materials and energy
· Improving your monitoring of environmental impacts
· Improving efficiency 
· Positive relationships with stakeholders
· Improved cooperate image leading to increase investment and sales

2. Explainhow a range of internal and external interested parties may influence the content of an environmental policy. (7) 
Top management should ensure that the policy is appropriate, compatible with clear strategic direction and not generic. Should focus on the “protection of the environment” rather than solely the “prevention of pollution”. Development of the policy requires top management to make critical decisions on what the organisation aims to achieve in environmental management, such as reducing the use of natural resources, increasing renewable energy or measurement of green house gas emissions to assist in their reduction.
Interested parties could include:
· Employees
· Contractors
· Clients/customers – certain clients may require increased environmental commitments for a given contract
· Suppliers
· Regulators – set the baseline requirements
· Shareholders
· Neighbours – activitys may effect a neighbouring property and they may require insurances
· NGOs
· Parent organizations – group policies 
3. Outline the key requirements of an environmental policy. (7) 
Environmental policy rests on the principles of precaution, prevention and rectifying pollution at source and on the polluter pays principle 
Although there is no formal format the policy is required to be suitable for the nature, scale and environmental impacts of the business or organisation’s activities, products and services. Policy is required to make the following commitments:
1. Compliance with all applicable legal requirements
2. Compliance with other requirements to which the organisation subscribes relating to environmental considerations. 
3. Prevention of pollution
4. Continual improvement
Few basic rules to follow:
· Keep it short
· Keep it simple so everyone can read it
· Keep it realistic
· Show commitment through having it signed 

4. Identify the key considerations that should be taken into account when enveloping an environmental policy.
· Context – For example a policy  seeking to support technology development will be set out differently compared to the maturity of the technology and the market in which it will be used. It will also be different compared to a policy for a company providing a service e.g. gas boiler installation. 
· Target Audience – Information should be tailored to the audience and should be at a appropriate level but not overly complicated. 
· Policy Bundle – Combinations of multiple legislation based and hybrid policys can provide the most efficient and effective overall conditions. 
· Monitoring and Enforcement – Policy that include mandatory reporting and enforcement of the policy will result in higher effectiveness and cost savings in the long run. This includes continual improvement.
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