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Sustainable Tourism & Development





1.	Give short answers for the following questions:   



i. What do you understand about sustainable tourism development?



Sustainable   tourism is   an industry committed   to   making   a   low   impact   on   the environment, economy, infrastructure, attractions and local culture, while helping to generate future employment for local people. Sustainable tourism is to ensure that development	is     a     positive     experience     for     local people; tourism companies; and tourists themselves. 



ii. Why is sustainability needed in tourism development? 



The environment is obviously	important to tourism – without the place tourism would not exist. Both the natural environment (such as beaches, forests, and waterways) and the built environment (such as historic buildings and ruins) must be preserved for an area to be environmentally sustainable. 

With   the   increase   in   tourism   over   recent   years,  it   has   a   huge   impact   on   the environment and local culture and therefore measures need to be put in place to preserve the environment.   For example, if millions of visitors continued to climb Ayers Rock, there would be no Ayers Rock. 
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iii. Mention 5 reasons for collective actions, as given by Middleton. 



Middleton has mentioned reasons for the collective action by different players in  tourism on the environment issues in his book, Sustainable Tourism, 1988:  

1.  Size and Growth Potential  

2.  Prosperity;  

3.  Global Reach;  

4.  The Market’s Demand;  

5.  The Competitive Business Advantage.  



All of these aspects are connected.  For example, the size and growth potential relies on the market’s demand.  Middleton has said that there are clear indicators that  tourists want clean air, clean beaches, uncongested and pollution free destinations.   



Tourism is a global industry so it needs to contribute to positive change if it wants to continue to attract tourists.



2	Discuss the various approaches for sustainable development.

Four broad approaches to development can be acknowledged.  These are:



· Modernisation

Modernisation theories see civilizations passing through a series of stages, from lower to higher levels of progress. The highest level is where the role of invention and free enterprise is of great importance, as the developed areas of the world have established. 
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However, ecotourism and development does not always have a positive impact. For example, there is a mixed record in enhancing socio-economic conditions of poor rural areas in developing countries.  Conventional mass tourism could have a detrimental effect here it may be more beneficial to understand what is needed in that specific community/area. 



· Dependency 

The Dependency Theory contacts development to exterior forces, where power at the middle exploits the border. An example is the expatriate misuse of India, where British interests influence the path of expansion undertaken in India.  



International tourism, being concentrated in the West, uses evolving countries as cheap destinations for budget tourists, which perpetuates the gap between the rich and the poor. Resources flow from a "periphery" of poor and underdeveloped states	to a "core" of	wealthy states, enriching the latter at the expense of the poorer areas.



The response to this attention of wealth and power is to help domestic markets be independent and substitute domestic tourism for global tourism to have control of spending and benefits. In India, domestic tourism is of the volume of 170 million and contributes three-times the revenues of international tourism. National tourism is only now being documented as the basis of tourism development, rather than worldwide tourism.



An example is that loans compound interest. Although Africa has effectively paid off the initial investments into its land, it still owes billions of dollars in interest. Africa, therefore, has little or no resources to invest in itself, in its own economy or human development. 
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· Neo-classical or neo-liberal counter-revolutions 

The development of economic neoliberalism was a reaction against the policies of strong state intervention, it focuses on free trade and limited state involvement in the global economy.  Economic neoliberalism gained in popularity following the oil crisis in the 1970s. Under economic neoliberalism, multi-national tourism companies (hotels, airlines, cruise  ships) should be free to operate across national borders unfettered by onerous regulations.   



Neoliberalism draws on neoclassical economic theory which ‘treats people as atomistic individuals who are bound together only through market forces’ (Brohman, 1995:297).  The movement favours free competitive markets and the privatisation of state enterprises. 



The World Bank has been a major advocate of this approach, along with other non-governmental worldwide organisations like the UNDP and the ADB, which have subsidised major tourist platforms in developing countries.  The financial strategies and projects being dominated by Western countries had dire implications to local ambitions and conditions with declining standards of living and growth of poverty to less privileged groups.  This led to the movement of NGOs, who deduced that such forms of tourism did not help the poor and deprived, who were the most I need of financial activity that would help to remove their  poverty. 
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· Alterative Development 

Alternative Development approaches are founded on the fulfilment of basic needs with a  grassroots outlook, where local requirements and control are the major development inputs.  Alternative development has been designed as that it is consistent with natural, social and  community values, which allows hosts and guests to enjoy worthwhile interaction and shared experiences.

​

Various forms of tourism such as Eco-tourism, nature tourism, ethical tourism and answerable tourism have emerged from this approach. 



These approaches have not always led to the desired outcome, for example has the resort progress at Goa resolved the issue of food, clothing, health and education needs of the local people?  Ecotourism for example is very trendy at the moment but whether a safari holiday  to South Africa in an eco friendly lodge would involve and greatly benefit the locals, or  improve the culture and economy for the surrounding people would not always be the case  although any benefits the environment and local people cannot be a bad thing. 



Critics say that Tourism is a huge business and the grassroots approach may not bring the benefits desired.  Child Abuse and Sex Tourism has also been an area of debate between supporters of substitute tourism and conventional tourism. 



Tourism Development has a huge impact on the world and remains of great importance to political debates and the economy.
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