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Marking Criteria
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.

For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1.i. How did the First World Was influence fashion? Which types of changes were brought about by it?

The influence of WW1 was huge in the world and as a result on culture and fashion. Wartime brought people to knees and recovery was difficult. 

During WW1fashion changed dramatically, especially women’s fashion, mostly due to the role change of female population who took up manly jobs. These jobs included heavy movements which wouldn’t be possible to perform with the dresses of Edwardian period. Some of them even required uniforms including trousers. Thus class structure and lifestyle changes in more economic behavior, plainer styles and muted version of colors. War made military look to slip into fashion by introducing military-style tunic jackets, belts, and other details in cloth design. 

All of the abovementioned points and the scarcity of materials made fashion more practical by introducing reduced layers in dresses’ structures, shorter hemlines (6-8 inches above the ground), shorter gowns, looser-fitting jackets, one-peace bathing suits, etc. to allow the ease of movements. Even the slogan of 1916s was “The war is long, but the skirts are short”
. As a result of all these changes clothes gained more natural look of women’s body shape. 
The post war mood was mixed with the feeling of freedom together with disappointment and depression that led to development of new live-for-today culture which led to distinctive flapper looks of roaring 20s.


Summing up the answer to how WW1 influenced the fashion and what changes occurred as a result of that I will bring the example below to show how the lacy shirtwaists, narrow skirts of Edwardian styles changed from the S-curve to straighter, simpler lines and shorter silhouettes.
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In one word WW1 influenced not only on the fashion of the war era but also on fashion of all the years to come as it turned out to be a kind of turning point where previously dominated Edwardian style with its modifications throughout the past decades changed into completely another style which is seen to be a prototype of modern fashion. 

1.ii. Describe the characteristic features of the Twentieth Century’s fashion scheme.

          Early 20th century’s fashion is described with full-figured body silhouettes with long skirts. At 1910s Edwardian corsets were still in use with slight improvements in terms of comfort. Feathered hats reached their peak of popularity In the early 1900s. However reaching to the years of WW1 fashion moved toward narrower silhouettes that emphasized flat busts and slim hips. Skirts gradually grew shorter revealing ankles. As a result of the war’s influence already from 1920s women began to choose clothes with more comfortable styles. Suffrage movement left its huge print on developing of women’s independence, and as a result a “flapper” style took the leadership. This kind of look suggested straight-cut dresses above the knees, short skirts, low waistlines and even bras made specifically to flatten chest. Cloche hats became a key popular clothing item during this jazz age period. During 1930s women went back to more feminine look and here puffed sleeves came into fashion scene to add more curves to women body. Silk was the main fabric however cotton and synthetic rayon started to be used more and more. Early 1940s again developed uniformity in fashion because of the WW2. Scarcity of materials made dresses shorter than ever before and developed utilitarian, minimalism fashion which in turn was busting the creativity to use every material available on hand for creation of dresses and styles. 1950s fashion again started to be concentrated on luxury and elegance which has been held back during the war era. Main fashion characteristic of this time was the accent in female silhouettes. Full skirts, round shoulders, expensive fabrics became popular. A special bra for female curves called shansonnete gained popularity during this time. 1960s fashion characterized with so called “youthquake”
 - young generation rebelled against traditional fashion trends and created their own styles. 
         For the following two decades freedom of choice ruled the place. Women started to freely wear pants whenever wanted, bell bottoms, crop tops, Wide-Brimmed Hats, calf high boots were in trend during those 20 years. 

         Starting from 1980s high fashion again took the stage. Power and money was in the center of fashion’s attention. This self-indulgent era made accent on expensive business suits with wider shoulders, big hair, oversized glasses, etc. This trend declined however during the last decade of 20th century when more relaxed and laid back style with casual and comfortable look was accepted more. People wore flannel shirts, unfitted dresses, baggy pants, ripped jeans, Keds. The key was comfort, even the working clothes became more relaxed and those of casual style.
2. Write brief note on the works of main fashion designers in the 1970s

           There were a number of remarkable designers during 1970s among whos were Diane von Furstenberg, Thea Porter, Vivienne Westwood, Halston, Yves Saint Laurent, Bill Gibb. Each of them had a unique style and brought their “fresh air” into the world of fashion.

1. Diane von Furstenberg- her trademark work was the jersey wrapped robe type dress which could be used both at work and off time. The accent of this dress and those other works of her were on comfort and ease of movements. Her designs has made a big influence on market trends. Diane considered as the most marketable designer since coco channel
.
2.  Thea Porter- whose works inspired the 70s bohemian chic. She breathed her multi-cultural experience to her designs by introducing ethnic styles in a correct traditional way, and together with her luxury fabrics like brocade, velvet, silk, etc., won the hearts of many famous and wealthy figures of that time. Designs were mainly flattering with loose shapes; however the sheer material added the sexiness to the look. Her popular works were antique style caftans, evening gowns and even Edwardian style inspired looks and colorful gypsy dresses.

3. Halston- another famous name in 1970s fashion world. Among his clients starred Liza Minnelli, Bianca Jagger, Elizabeth Taylor, Jacqueline Kennedy, Princess Grace of Monaco. In 1970s, when disco subculture gained its popularity Halston designed nearly all disco dresses. Among those designs there were flashing heavily beaded jackets paired with nowadays leggins. His dresses never added artificial or exaggerated shapes to women’s body but instead emphasized its natural beautiful shapes. He was mastering modernism and minimalism. Designs of Halston were with free-flowing structure without buttons or zippers which made those models so popular for disco. Among his famous designs were sarong dress made from a single piece of fabric spiraled around the body. His hot pieces of fashion were the jersey halter dresses and one shoulder dresses which were copied the most.

4. Vivienne Westwood-she brought punk rock into fashion scene. She was making designs reflecting the mood of those days’ cultural movements. Westwood created punk influenced designs, then it developed into rocker-biker styles which became popular in early 70s. Already in 1974 sex mood was ruling the place and accordingly the designs of Westwood became sado-maso inspired. Together with her boyfriend McLaren they created a joined relationship between music and fashion. Managing the group band Sex Pistols they marketed their punk fashion through them. Vivien Westwoods became known as the mother of punk and her name was associated with bondage trousers and studded leather motorcycle jackets, ripped T-shirts with anarchic slogans and boots. Since then punk style has never gone completely
. 

5. Yves Saint Laurent - he is recognized as one of the designers who brought new chic and modern way of dressing into fashion. He is famous for bringing trousers to everyday wardrobe of women by introducing trousers suits for women. Saint Laurent is viewed as the great colorist who imbued his clothes with a sense of drama and fantasy
. In 1979s throughout the decade he also created and introduced different designs of menswear including safari jackets, utilitarian jumpsuits. Saint Laurent experimented with vintage style as well, bringing in these dresses into trend. His imagination brought back the prior WW1 time fashion spirit by introducing those feminine voluminous silhouettes and details like petticoats and a leg-of-mutton sleeves.

6. Bill Gibb-he is famous for his hippie style knitwear designs which became his signature work. In his works Gibb was using wide variety of patterns and "colorful" colors mixing prints and textures with romantic shapes of the past. In 1970s his pleated tartan skirt and printed blouse worn with knitted waistcoat designed for London fashion house baccarat was acknowledged as the dress of the year by the Vogue fashion editor Beatrix Molineux Miller. His first collection was introduced in 1972 and the theme was nature. He combined fur, printed leather, bright fabrics and even feathers. During 1970s he also engaged in high end shoe design.
3. How did the Nineteenth Century influence the fashion industry? What major changes came about in fashion industry in the early Nineteenth Century and why?

           19th century was remarkable with industrial revolutions (1st and 2nd). This event played a huge role on fashion industry. Product innovations in the industrial revolution changed the way how goods were produced as well as consumed. The inventions during this stage made the textile industry grew significantly. During those years standard of living started to grow, the demand for clothes went up, merchandised textile production spread from Great Britain to continental Europe
.  Before industrial revolution clothes were handmade thus expensive and not accessible for everyone. The usage of machinery made them cheaper and more affordable for customers. One of the innovations was cotton gin, which processed cotton much quicker than manually by workers. This allowed producing cotton clothes so much cheaper and faster. Having a huge market the United Kingdom experienced a huge growth in the cotton industry during these years. Industrial wool and cotton cloth production allowed a growing middle class to own multiple clothes and to change them with fashion. 
           Another major change in fashion industry was brought by the sewing machines. Though the invention was made in 1790, however the development and widely usage occurred during 19th century. Corsets were still in common until about the middle of the 19th century and previously were prepared handmade by corset-makers. This invention made them available at different and much cheaper prices for every woman. 
           Innovations in products occurred alongside innovations in production. Handmade version of clothes was simpler with not high quality. The industrial development changed the way how clothes were produced and together with the increasing consumer demand changed the design to more complex and high quality versions as well as introduced more interesting solutions in designs. The middle classes were able to afford more than clean simple clothes, and began to actively indulge in fashion. 
           Crinoline started to be used heavily. It was widely used in fashion, particularly for full dresses. Due to this, hoop skirts and bustles became first possible, then affordable and even popular. British fashion historian James Laver stated that crinoline was “the first great triumph of the machine age”. 
           Another big step forward into fashion during industrial revolution was the invention of synthetic dye since 1856. From ancient times people derived dyes from natural resources. Throughout the industrial revolution this innovation introduced broader pallet and brought vivid colors into fashion. 
           Each of these inventions, in their own way, made clothing faster, easier, and cheaper to produce which made the clothes more affordable, and pushed the demand up making a room for fashion industry for further development. Invention of new machines brought fashion into new level introducing more complex and creative solutions with higher quality. 

        Activity: Look through old magazines; cut out pictures showing the fashion trends of last two decades. Also, find some photos from the latest fashion shoots and compare them. How does modern fashion dresses differ from those of the past? Discuss in a report.
        Talking about last two decades we will refer to 1996-2016. Latest fashion trends will be about Fall 2017.
        The first decade, i.e. from late 1990s till late 2000s start with the mood of minimalism and casualty. Floral dresses, slip dresses, flannels, sheer fabrics where on trend. 
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        2000s can be described as a mix of vintage styles, combination of new and old. Early on this decade clothes started to shine and sparkle. Bedazzling was in the air. Other trends of this decade were cargo pants, halter tops, rolled up jeans, capri pants, bohemian style and corset tops as well as folded off-shoulder tops with longer than normal sleeves. Denim was everywhere from miniskirts to dresses.

However the most sound fashion trends of 2000s were tracksuits (juicy cuture) and low rise jeans with crop top. 

        During 2010s we see a massive trend of high waisted garments: from jeans, shorts to pencil skirts. Last decades waistline gradually heightened to create more flattering, hip-hugging silhouettes. 

[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]



        The next trend of this decade was fabric mixing. This also included pairing different textures in costumes which created an interesting contrast and made the overall look more like haute-cuture. 
        Another super trend of last decade was skinny (super skinny) jeans. They became so popular thanks to its comfort and ease to pair it with any other cloth to end up with stylish look. Also before skinny jeans the boots and uncle boots wrinkle the legs and women end up with non-flattering silhouettes. Flats and skinny jeans pairing became very popular as well.

Sportswear became a hot trend to be worn in town more than at gym. Sport brands like Adidas, Nike and Reebok were totally on board and actively contributing in this trend.
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 Alexander Wang                    Louis Vuitton                            Emporio Armani

(spring-summer2010)             (spring-summer2010)               (spring-summer2010)

        During this decade we see the 90s comeback like flannel shirts, ripped jeans, floral skirts, denim jampers, lingerie inspired dresses, jelly sandals and chokers.

                      And off course the number one trend of 2010s is yoga pants with its variations.
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Paris 68 Fall 2010 ready-to-wear          Erin Wasson x RVCA Fall 2010 Collection
fashion show                      
        Talking about latest fashion trends and the differences from past decades we will refer to the following headings:
         1.Colors

         2.Tops and Bottoms

         3.Sweaters, Jackets, coats

         4. Footwear

         5. Accessories

1.          1. Colors were neutral in 2000s, reflecting the minimalism of that period. Having many variations grays, white, beige were the trending colors of those years. Following to 2010s colors starting to gain more vibrancy, trend went to green and blue however with softer and not flashy versions. 

Color of the year in 2017 defined by pantone is greenery
, which reflects the nature, environment and go-green movement of nowadays that has never been this significant in previous decades.
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Gucci Spring/Summer 2017 show
                Kenzo Runway

And the top 1 color of the Fall 2017 is red.

   2. As it is mentioned above currently we see the comeback of 90s and 00s from low-slung trousers and jeans with belly shirts to slip dresses and sky-high platforms.
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Alexander McQueen,Tommy Hilfiger and Roberto Cavalli
        Latest season’s trends that were not present during last two decades include broad shoulders, oversized blazers, Victorian-inspired collars
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        Mid-Length skirts are back in track this season. The floral print mood of 2010s continue to be developed into vintage floral “everything” (from tops to coats and gowns). 
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        Previous decades hottest trends of sportswear (track suits(00s) and leggings (10s)) are now appearing in a form of leisure suits paired with stiletto as the latest trend of this fall. We also see the development of 10s trend of fabric mixing. However now it differs with more unexpected and interesting solutions of pairings prints, materials and tones and as well as adding more layers to the design. 
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         Maison Margiela                   Gucci                               Dior                         Calvin Klein
        Denim with denim is coming back from 00s. Double denim is the trend of this fall, ultra-luxury and elegantly tailored compared to the past decade’s trend of acid washed ripped skinny jeans.

        Knitwear is in its new and fresh wave of popularity. It is not the knitwear of past years that we all were familiar. Today’s trend has a modern twist in it with new reinterpretation by adding flashes of fringing, stretched out and infused with Danish hygge.
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        Sonia Rykiel
          Loewe                           

        3. Jackets are very popular this season. However compared to those of 00s padded jackets are going to extreme with oversized padding and chic detailing. 
The 2010s trend in jackets were more of a leather and denim, ripped type of ones. 

[image: image27.jpg]



[image: image28.jpg]MICHAEL KORS CELINE CHRISTIAN DIOR




      Versace                      Tod’s                  Vetements
        Coats (trench-coats) always have their popularity in fashion both now and in previous decades with woolen, sheepskin, leather finishes. However this fall offers Nylon coats. Light and comfortable to wear without any fear of wrinkles.

        4. Glittery boots are in high trend currently. Sparkling shoes were in fashion in 00s as well in form of ballets, beaded lace up sandals, Vans. However now boots in heels started to shine. Here we see a dramatic contrast in footwear trend comparing to 00s when the hit of the season were UGGs. Fashion went from UGGs to glittery boots on  hills.
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        5. Accessories: Retro hats are falls fashion trend. This season they differ with the interesting design and textile (shearling and fur).Previously in 2000s the accent in head ware was on trucker hats, baseball caps and fedoras. 
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             2017 fall trend                   2000s trend               2017 fall trend                                   2000s trend

        Current sunglasses fashion of fall 2017 offers colored lenses. Shapes range from cat eye, oval, round to geometric ones. Previously large plastic sunglasses and colored frames were in trend. Off course oversized aviators are classic and always in fashion. 

        Ear cuffs and oversized earrings are in trend. Large hoop earrings were in fashion previously as well (in 2000s) as classic accessories however nowadays we see designers rethinking and renewing their shapes, materials and finishes. 
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        The design of this season bracelets makes accent on femininity of women’s hand. These bracelets are being connected to the stack of rings or simply going down along the hand. This design is a kind of development of cuff bracelets which were in trend in 00s. Compared to previous decade the trend completely changed. Previously stacked bracelets where in trend which were paired also with watches.
        Designers heavily elaborate on purls this season: We see them in new shapes and designs. In 2010s pearls were in trend in a vintage and “Great Gatsby” inspired styles. However now they appear in a totally shaken off way being for example encaged in see-through cages, etc. Moreover diamonds, rhinestones (00s), colored gemstones, sapphires, topaz, rubies, amethysts (10s) were more in fashion in previous decades.

        Monograms: This trend we can compare with personalized jewelry that was in trend in 00s. However now we have designers’ acronyms instead of person’s names.
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