Child Psychology

Assignment #1 
 Do all children develop various skills and abilities at the same time? If not, why? 
All children do not develop various skills and abilities at the same time because children are not robots. They all have different learning styles, abilities, disabilities and the people who teach us or mentor us, all have different styles and abilities too. It is one of the the exciting things about learning.In an early childhood child skills and abilities, each baby and child will work at their own pace. They can’t do everything at once and they may not do everything at the same time as another child their age or older. I can help a child to learn by exposing them to things that stimulate their brain and fine motor skills - toys to touch and hold, music and movement are all important as are new things that they can see and do.Older children at school may have different ways of learning. Some will react better to visual stimulation and others to sound, words or movement etc. They all learn at their own pace.

 ii. Explain the difference between growth and development. 

Base on my experience growth is when someone just ‘getting bigger’, whereas development is improvement. Growth for me can be explained as becoming bigger, larger or having more importance. Growth is a physical change, where as development is said to be physical as well as social or psychological change. Development means transformation or improvement. While growth is related to quantitative improvement, development is related to quantitative as well as qualitative improvement. Growth is related to living beings, it can mean the increase in size. Growth that comes over a living being is a physical change and it indicates the increase in weight, height and bone size. On the other hand, development is the process of developing skills and capacities. It deals with the behavioural aspect of a humans. E.g, I will say that the swelling on John head has grown and not that the swelling has developed. 


iii. What are the various stages of development in humans? 
Human undergoes different stages of development in life. It a series of developments of the physical, social, psychological, intellectual, emotional and other attributes of man.There are different stages of these development; these are the Pre-natal Stage, the Infancy or Babyhood Stage, the Early Childhood Stage, the Late Childhood Stage, the Adolescence Stage, the Early Adulthood Stage and the Old age Stage.The Pre-Natal stage starts in the conception wherein the ovum is fertilized by the spermatozoon. The fertilization will eventually produce a fertilized egg. It will continue to develop until the time of birth.The Infancy or Babyhood stage happens from the birth up to two years of age.The Early Childhood stage happens from two up to six years of age. This stage is considered as the exploration, questioning as well as the Pre-gang stage. The initial socialization is also experienced in this stage as well as the child’s elementary reasoning is developed.The Late Childhood stage happens from six up to twelve years of age. This stage is considered as the gang age and the development of social life. Here, the creativity of a child started to show as well as the child’s skills in play and in school. Self-help is also established.The Adolescence stage happens from thirteen up to nineteen years of age. The Adolescence is considered as the transition stage between the childhood and adulthood stage.The Early Adulthood stage happens from nineteen to forty years of age. Who is the adjustment to the new patterns of life. The Middle Age stage happens between the ages of forty up to the retirement. This stage in life is the transition stage and physical adjustment stage.The Old Age stage happens from the retirement to death. In this stage, an individual could experience rapid physical and mental. 
iv. What are the different areas of development throughout an individual’s life?  

 There are four areas of lifespan development. They are:

Physical development, social development, cognitive development and emotional development.

Physical Development involves changes in my body and its various systems, such as the development of my brain and nervous system, bones and muscles, motor skills(movement) and the hormonal changes of puberty and menopause.
Social Development involves changes in my relationships with other people and their skills in interacting with others.

Cognitive Development involves changes in my mental abilities, such as perception, thinking, learning, memory, language, moral reasoning, problem solving and decision making.

Emotional Development involves changes in how I experiences different feelings and how these feelings are expressed, interpreted and dealt with.
v. What is the relationship between different areas of development in a child?

Child development refers to the biological, psychological and emotional changes that occur in human beings between birth and the end of adolescence, as the individual progresses from dependency to increasing autonomy. It is a continuous process with a predictable sequence yet having a unique course for every child.To me one of the most significant influences on development is health. Good health means improved quality of life and the opportunity to achieve development potential. Ill health may impact on physical, social, emotional and intellectual development. In children, ill health may affect the growth of the brain, bones, muscles and organs, particularly if the illness leads to malnutrition. This could also contribute to poor motor development, impaired learning and delayed sexual development. Continued ill health may also affect social development. i.e interacting with others – learning new skills, knowledge, behaviour, poor motor skills (lack of acceptance into social group). Different types of development are therefore interrelated and do not occur in isolation. Growth and development of the brain (physical development) leads to changes in mental abilities (intellectual development) like reasoning, memory and language skills. These abilities allow the child to make better personal and social adjustment.(social development)Speech means a child can explain and satisfy its wants (emotional development) This also has a direct impact on academic achievement (intellectual development). 

 vi. Define the term ‘Cognitive Development.’

Cognitive development is a field of study in neuroscience and psychology focusing on a child's development in terms of information processing, conceptual resources, perceptual skill, language learning, and other aspects of brain development and cognitive psychology compared to an adult's point of view. In other words, cognitive development is the emergence of the ability to think and understand. It is also the  development is the construction of thought processes, including remembering, problem solving, and decision-making, from childhood through adolescence to adulthood. Or the developmental process by which an infant becomes an intelligent person, acquiring knowledge with growth and improving his or her ability to think, learn, reason, and abstract. Children grow and develop rapidly in their first five years across the four main areas of development. These areas are motor (physical), language and communication, cognitive and social/emotional.
 Cognitive development means how children think, explore and figure things out. It is the development of knowledge, skills, problem solving and dispositions, which help children to think about and understand the world around them. Brain development is part of cognitive development.

 vii. What are the five stages of development in children, according to Erikson’s Theory of 

Erik Erikson was an ego psychologist who developed one of the most popular and influential theories of development.  Erikson also believed that a sense of competence motivates behaviors and actions. Each stage in Erikson's theory is concerned with becoming competent in an area of life. If the stage is handled well, the child/children will feel a sense of mastery, which is sometimes referred to as ego strength or ego quality.
 Trust vs. Mistrust: The first stage of Erikson's theory of psychosocial development occurs between birth and one year of age and is the most fundamental stage in life. 

 Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt :The second stage of Erikson's theory of psychosocial development takes place during early childhood and is focused on children developing a greater sense of personal control.
Initiative vs. Guilt: The third stage of psychosocial development takes place during the preschool years.At this point in psychosocial development, children begin to assert their power and control over the world through directing play and other social interactions.
Industry vs. Inferiority: The fourth psychosocial stage takes place during the early school years from approximately age 5 to 11
Identity vs. Confusion:The fifth psychosocial stage takes place during the often turbulent teenage years. This stage plays an essential role in developing a sense of personal identity which will continue to influence behavior and development for the rest of a person's life.

viii. Psychological Development?
Psychological development, the development of human beings’ cognitive, emotional, intellectual, and social capabilities and functioning over the course of the life span, from infancy through old age. It is the subject matter of the discipline known as developmental psychology. The child can only live his childhood; to understand childhood is the province of the adult. But whose vantage point is to prevail, the adult's or the child?  The adult recognizes differences between himself and a child. But these differences are usually reduced to the quantitative, to a matter of mere degree. When he compare himself with a child, an adult sees the child as relatively or eve totally incapable of actions or tasks he himself can accomplish. These inabilities can shed light on differences in mental organization between the child and the adult. However, using available information to understand early childhood psychological development can help parents and caregivers provide a healthy, stimulating environment for children. Social-Emotional Development.
(2) “Social development refers to the development of those abilities that enable the individual to behave in accordance with the expectations of society.”Discuss this

Social development is about improving the well-being of every individual/child  in society so they can reach their full potential. The success of society is linked to the well-being of each and every child. When a child grows he/she does not only show growth and development in physical, mental, and emotional levels, but also on social level too. Child social activities grow with the passage of time, that is called socialization process, which continues throughout the life. The speed and nature of social development vary from age to age and mental abilities of students / persons. Social development is a learning process which must be very carefully monitored and guided by all those who are incharges or guardians of a child. Social Development in children is a very important area of learning and building up of balance personality. This is the responsibility of school, teacher, and home / parents that children must be fully developed in social relationship with human sand with the value system of particular society. For social development in children new techniques and methodology must be explored.  It is a complex and multi-faceted aspect of society that contains many parts. Like a puzzle, it's put together by pieces that in turn create a whole. Social development is the framework of norms, guidelines and standards that govern human interactions. The goal of social development is to improve the lives of citizens individually and as part of a complete society. Social development is a comprehensive social improvement strategy that seeks to make the lives better for all citizens, and there is a particular emphasis on making the lives better of people who are poor or otherwise needy.

Activity 1

Think of two children that you know. List three ways that they tend to be different from one another in the way they respond to situations (for example,in the way they interact with people they haven't met before,the way they deal with stress,their activity levels).  
Demarcus and DeAndre are twin brothers and grade II students. In my classroom when I give instruction to copy social studies notes.

Demarcus will follow the instruction but never complete all his notes.

DeAndre will get up from his desk and come to my desk complaining about another student.

When we have music class 

Demarcus will ask to use the bathroom frequently 

DeAndre will sit in music class and pay attention to what I am saying and participate as well.

When the class is doing art and craft 

Demarcus and DeAndre will both sit quietly and color whatever is given to them without any problem. The only difference is that DeAndre will color everything black while Demarcus will try to color as original as possible. 

When we have physical education they both participate very well it is clear that they have a passion for athletics.

Case study (6)

Dave’s mum is very concerned about her son’s speech. Dave is four-years old and although he is very active in nursery, he uses offensive language in almost every sentence. Dave’s mum discussed the situation with his teacher. Her discussion with the teacher showed the reason –every sentences he spoke contained the same language she was complaining about Dave’s using. Dave’s teacher tried to explain that children learn to speak by example.

Considering the above situation, answer the following questions:

i. Where does the problem exist?
ii. Is there any developmental issue involved? 
iii. In your opinion, how can Dave’s teacher help him prove his behavior
(a) The problem here exists from Dave’s mother. When very young children swear as Dave’s, it’s usually a matter of repeating things he heard. He is just learning to use language to communicate, so he mimics any word he can. He is not trying to hurt or offend anyone, he just developing verbal skills.

      (b)Yes there is development issues there because his mom who is the adult and the person he will be learning from use the same language so it will be very difficult for the teacher to contain that kind of behavior. Because at home he hear it all the time, for me as the teacher I would try my best to correct him about the words he is using and also keep reminding him of the school and class rules. For the mom she may be having some other issues going on and it have her very frustrated so that’s the only way she knows to express herself. I will let Dave and his mother know that because some curse words are more problematic than others, it is necessary to sort language into three categories: acceptable, unacceptable, and inappropriate. Acceptable language is what we read in a magazine or hear in a news broadcast. It is a formal or conventional level of speech that we hope young children will eventually learn and use. Unacceptable language is that which must be forbidden for legal reasons. Unacceptable language includes harassment, libel, threats, gender or racial discrimination, and obscenity. Inappropriate language is the gray area between acceptable and unacceptable language. It is language that depends heavily on context, because different contexts pose different standards or restrictions on language and behavior. What constitutes appropriate speech on the playground may not be appropriate within the classroom. 
(c) In your opinion, how can Dave’s teacher help him prove his behavior 

Dave teacher doesn’t have to punish bad language but tries to help her kids see that it’s not always appropriate. “The problem I see with punishing him for it is that it’s habit for him,” “frequently I sure Dave don’t even notice he is cussing until he i called out on it. I figure that she will preparing him for the future life somewhere in the work force. He need someone to call it to his attention and be kind but firm about it. I am sure to remind my students them that I don’t cuss at home. And I remind them that it is their JOB to remember that in my classroom. They respond well.”
