1. Provide short answers for the following questions:
i. What is a teaching assistant?
A teaching assistant role is to provide support in all forms for teachers in the classrooms as well as helping and supporting their student’s educational development.
 ii. What does a primary teaching assistant do?
A primary teaching assistant’s role includes helping the teacher prepare for each class, help the students develop their literacy, reading and numeracy skills, they work closely with their young pupils, and also with pupils that have additional educational needs and students that are more academic than others.
iii. What does a secondary teaching assistant do? 
A secondary teaching assistant’s role is usually a more specialised role. They will have to specialise in a certain subject. Their duties can include concentrating more on working with individual students / small groups focusing on a subject, they help with lesson preparation, working alongside the teachers and overall helping with pupil’s progress. 


2. “Teaching Assistant responsibilities can be broken into four main areas” - name these four areas and give examples of duties/responsibilities for each. 
These four areas are called:
1. Supporting the teacher
2. Supporting the pupils
3. Supporting the school
4. Supporting the curriculum

1. Supporting the teacher
· Prepare the classroom before and after each class.
· Support the teacher if any difficulties arise.
· Support students learning goals with the teacher and reward and encourage any good behavior.
· Help the teacher plan the class activities.
· Be aware of pupil’s achievements, progression and problems and report details to the teacher regularly. 
· Observe the class and monitor the student’s reactions to class activities and record.

2. Supporting the Pupils
· Establish a good relationship with the pupils and tend to any of their needs.
· Encourage all students to join in, in class activities and interact with other students.
· Promote their independence also, whilst giving them feedback in relation to their progression and achievement with the teacher’s approval.
· Support students with special needs.
· Challenge students and assess their reactions.

3. Support the School
· Comply with all of the school’s rules and procedures.
· Participate in any staff training and performance development if needed.
· Attend meetings that relate to you.
· Support other teaching professionals.
· Assist with any out of school activities and supervise the pupils at lunchtime.
· Help with maintaining a safe environment for all students.
· Contribute to the aims of the school.

4. Support the Curriculum
· Help the teacher with preparations for the class that’s needed for each lesson eg. Equipment needed. 
· Help students to understand the curriculum.
· Encourage the use of ICT in learning the curriculum.
· Help with the preparation of work set by the teacher.
· Provide support for students to get the full learning experience.

3. “Successful and effective teaching assistants share many of the same qualities” - explain why you think your character/personality makes you a good candidate to become a teaching assistant.
I think my personality makes me a good candidate to become a teaching assistant because firstly I have good communication skills. As all pupils are individually very different as well as the teachers and other school staff. I feel it is a key quality to have as you need to be a good communicator to transfer knowledge to students and explain as best I can. 
Another reason I am a good candidate as I have a huge interest in developing pupil’s knowledge. I find it quite interesting. I feel that if you enjoy your profession and have a passion for it, it never gets boring and it always adapting and engaging me.
I am constantly learning about how pupil’s learn and how they think, all the different learning techniques and activities that help with their development. I think that by constantly learning and constantly adapting to the changing ways of teaching, this is a good characteristic that I have, it shows that I am a keen learner myself.
My teamwork skills is a great characteristic to have that would make me a good teaching assistant as when you are working in a school environment, all the staff become one big team with the same goals. It is also important to develop a close relationship with the teacher also as you will be working closely with them every day, so a good relationship is vital and I can ensure that. 
