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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	

1. Provide short answers for the following questions:
i. What is a teaching assistant?
A teaching assistant is someone who works in the classroom as an assistant to the class teacher. Teaching assistants play a key role in ensuring that classroom activities run smoothly and learning, and teaching outcomes are achieved. 
ii. What does a primary teaching assistant do?
A primary teaching assistant works with younger students to support their learning in a variety of ways such as; supervise school trips, help students develop reading, writing and numeracy skills, substitute teach in a teacher’s absence, supervise break and lunch time, provide support for students with special needs, consult with parents, prepare classroom materials for lessons and addressing problematic behaviour. 
iii. What does a secondary teaching assistant do?
A secondary teaching assistant provides physical support, helps students with personal care, supervises breaktimes and lunch times, supervises school trips, monitors students’ development, oversees feeding and medication use and addresses problematic behaviour. 
2. “Teaching Assistant responsibilities can be broken into four main areas” - name
these four areas and give examples of duties/responsibilities for each.
Teaching Assistant responsibilities can be broken down into the following four main categories;
· Supporting the Pupils- for example; help students to understand concepts taught by using an individualised approach on a one-on – one basis. 
· Supporting the Teacher – for example; creating, organizing and setting up needed materials before each lesson and helping to clear up after the lesson is executed. 
· Supporting the School – for example; attend training, workshops, staff meetings and other school related activities as part of continuous professional development, then applying what is learnt into everyday practice. 
· Supporting the Curriculum – for example; adjust teaching approach to cater to the unique or preferred learning style and special educational needs of students. 
3. “Successful and effective teaching assistants share many of the same qualities” -
explain why you think your character/personality makes you a good candidate to
become a teaching assistant. 

A good character and a healthy personality make one a good candidate to become a teaching assistant because in the teaching profession there are many challenges and it takes the right personal qualities to not only deal with these challenges but to persevere and impact change regarding these challenges. 
A teaching assistant must be approachable so that students feel comfortable leaning on him/her for support and assistance. 
Additionally, the classroom teacher and staff must feel that the teaching assistant is one whom they can depend on to support the school and uplift the school’s culture. 
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