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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1.Evaluate the significance of environmental aspects.

A significant aspect is one that has or may have a huge impact on the environment. The owner of the site related to the aspect is responsible for deciding how to determine significance. Significance can be based on a numeric value of a subjective assessment composed of yes or no questions. Significance is tied to factors such as environmental degradation, natural resource supplies, regulatory or legal requirements, and the concerns of interested parties and Significant environmental aspects are the main focus of your organization's environmental management system potential to cause environmental harm. Size and frequency of the aspect. Importance to the stakeholders of the organization. The evaluation should result in a determination of whether or not a particular aspect has any significant environmental impacts and if so, whether or not the organization can control or influence those impacts. This procedure is applicable to all activities, services, and products of the organization



2. Outline the key considerations in setting objectives and targets associated with the significant Environmental aspects of the organisation.
When setting goals for dealing with environmental aspects, it is important to keep in mind that these goals must not only address the environmental impacts of these aspects but also remain consistent with the organization’s priorities.

These priorities generally include
· Alignment with EMS policy
· A limited number of criteria, for simplicity
· Fulfilling legal obligations
· Community/media concerns
· Potential or actual effect on human health
· Potential or actual effect on environmental health
· The size or extent of the impact
· The severity of the impact
· The likelihood of the impact occurring
· The total cost associated with addressing the impact
· How the impact will affect the daily operations of the organization
· The best practices for dealing with significant aspects and impacts are:
· Involving the staff in the process
· Employing a core management team to identify significant impacts
· Making criteria and scoring methods simple but meaningful
· Considering scoring, priorities and limitations when determining significance
· Addressing all plan components
· Documenting methods and final decisions
· Periodically reviewing procedures and lists (generally, annually)
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