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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	
What is meant be the term ‘best evidence’?
Best evidence is the original document or piece of evidence being submitted, not a copy or duplicate of. The original. It can be from original signatures on documents, or transactional paperwork or the initial invoices sent or received in the company, or original bank statements, testimonies or claims. Emails are also examples where they can be best evidence, providing they still exist. 
A document with a signature on that has been photocopied or altered or marked in anyway is no longer best evidence. Best evidence has the highest chance of admissibility in courts to secure convictions. The documents can have many sources, such as from the victim, the suspect or from third parties such as banks or accountants.
If best evidence is not available the investigators must be able to explain in a compliant way why not and why not-best evidence is being submitted instead. 
Thus, the investigators top priority is securing the chain of evidence, keeping it safe and storing and managing it correctly to keep it best. This can be a simple process providing sound knowledge of the processes and procedures involved.
What are the ‘working papers’? which type of information do they contain?
They are summaries created by the FA as they analyse and work through the material and evidence at hand. Creating a document which follows thought processes, ideas, discoveries and identifications. Can also be a KPI on case progress. They form the basis of litigation and questions asked during deposition.
They will contain; court pleas and transcript from depositions, any third-party information such as audit reports, bank statements, cheques, advice, or documents obtained through warrants. Also, items such as interview recordings, or documents detailing custody chain specifics. Additionally, big matters such as database searches, computer files or accounting records of relevance. 
Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non-financial cases. What is the basic difference in composition of the two types of evidence?
Photographs are rarely used in financial crimes but are common with that of burglary or murder for example. There is a lot of physical, professional, documentary evidence in financial crimes, but non-financial crimes do not necessarily require this. There will be similar rules for custody chains, but it can be inferred these are stricter in financial crimes because of the nature of the documents and the practice of best evidence. Thus, the volume of evidence and paperwork will be monumental in comparison to non-financial cases.
The ways in which the evidence is gathered will differ also. FAs will have to gather lots of information of no relevance or importance, but generally in other crimes the investigators know what to look for or where, without having to employ a blanket approach.
Counsel is generally hired to ensure documents are retained correctly to allow for admissibility also.
Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of evidence used in financial crime investigations.
Initially the evidence has many sources non standard to other investigations. Servers, ID cards, copiers, security systems, storage devices, printers and scanners can all hold various types of information or clues for further investigation or can even be used as evidence submissions.
Working papers written by investigators form evidence reports submitted to the courts but these are aggregates of documentary and the like, evidence. 
Financial statements, transactions, invoices, system data, emails and bank accounts are various types of evidence used in financial crime investigations. Also is the use of assets with the right trackers, log ins to systems or software which is where data or information can be manipulated by the fraudster are important also.
Documents can come from third parties, the victim or suspect but this is not unique to financial crimes. Bank teller information from cheques and deposits are unique to financial crimes however. Records across the industry, with other businesses, the governments or FS firms are evidence also, but have to be relevant to be submitted.

















Student Statement:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
By submitting this assignment, I confirm that this is my own work.



	Student Signature
	Daniel McKenna
	Date
	3/11/2018




For Tutor / Assessor Use Only
	Total Marks
	

	Marks Obtained
	

	Percentage / Grade
	













image1.png
ﬁ
o R




