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1. Provide short answers for the following questions:
1.1 What is meant by ‘Special Educational Needs’?
Special Educational Needs are students that have difficulties with their learning. This varies from behavioural, physical, memory processing and lots more. Students require additional support from either resources or TA support. For example a student with dyslexia find reading very difficult on resource material on white backgrounds however, by changing it to buff can make a difference to enable them to access their learning material as it keeps the letters on the page still rather than they keep moving about. 
1.2 What is the purpose of the ‘SEN Code of Practice’?
SEN Code of Practice is to provide help and structure in schools. This will give consistency within the education on making sure the students with Special Educational Needs are met.  This will involve strategies within the classroom and following guidelines before involving outside agencies. Its important that schools, parents work closely together to support the student and be apart of decisions and their needs are identified as soon as possible.
1.3 What is dyslexia and how does it affect the learning process?
Dyslexia is when a student has difficulties with reading, writing and spelling. This is because the letters on the page move and keep jumbling up so, it makes aspects of learning very difficult. Due to the movements of letters on the pages it makes it extremely difficult for the student to concentrate and remember. Dyslexia has a huge affect on learning as they find it hard to remember what they have read and are likely to write words back to front. In our school we make sure learning is placed on buff or coloured paper as it helps students with dyslexia as it takes away the glare of white paper and it is found that the letters don’t move about. 
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2. How can a teaching assistant help students with special educational needs?
First, it is important to understand the needs of the student you are working with and gain as much information as you can. This helps you to understand the student and how you can support the student. I have experience working with students with special educational needs now I am currently working with a student that has speech and language needs. Each day I am following a learning program called Read, Write Ink this involves speed sounds phase 3/4/5, green words which are words in the book the student is reading that are decodable, red words which are tricky. Once the student has read this, we will move onto the reading, at the end of the book are questions on the text and speed words. I spend 20 minutes 1:1 and I’m able to help the student with pronouncing words and spend time practicing. It is important to be consistent as the student gains confidence and their speech is becoming more understandable.  To support phonics, we use hand actions to each sound and have rhymes this has helped with their memory with speech and with their writing. The student also sees outside agencies to assist with their speech development but in my role, I support them with their learning as well which I have to adapt into clear simple steps and take the time to discuss the learning with them and give them the opportunity to join in group discussions. As I’ve worked with this student for a while, they have made good progress from having a consistent approach and following a learning plan that has been agreed with the student, parent, class teacher and our SENCO. I have access to this plan and will make notes on how the student is getting on, if I find a task is too difficult, I will discuss this with my class teacher/ SENCO for advise or if the task needs to be made simpler. 
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3. Explain why pupils with autistic spectrum disorder may struggle in a traditional classroom setting with a standard educational curriculum.
Students that are autistic find a classroom very difficult to manage as it is often noisy and autistic students experience the noise levels even louder than they actual are. In this case we give the students access to ear defenders to help lower the noise levels but, rather than make them feel different they are offered to all students. Also, they find it harder to understand communication verbal or non as they don’t pick up on other’s emotions and have difficulty expressing themselves. In this case its important to be patient and give learning in small steps rather than all as it will make them feel overwhelmed. Autistic students find change difficult this can be from having a different teacher to a change in the daily routine preparation is the key to help autistic students with this I found telling my child before often helped but sadly you can’t always prevent all changes. I also found that my child got anxious and didn’t like being away from home but once a routine of going to school was established things settled. Autistic students will meet challenges in a traditional classroom, but they are often very bright students and like structure and will often find socialising with their peers difficult. Early diagnosis is important so extra support can be put in place so an autistic student can remain in a classroom with this additional support. However, girls are often diagnosed later and left with these struggles in their primary years. In my role it is important to reassure them and sometimes if the classroom is too noisy, we will take small groups into the library to work. It’s good to be flexible and engage in conversation with the student. Often you can read their facial expressions and I know when I tried to explain a task, I must keep it one step at a time. With regards to the curriculum my experience has been fine as a student I work with is achieving and making good progress. Sometimes they just need to be reminded to stay on task as they get distracted easily.
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