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 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1.
i. There are various kinds of transportation modes used while moving the goods in supply chain and the mode varies depending on the product, location and expected time of arrival. The different kinds of transportation generally used are:
· Roadways through large goods carrying vehicles like trucks and carriers.
· Airways is the premium way through air cargo and carriers
· Railways is one of the economical methods of transportation
· Waterways through ships, the method is getting obsolete recently.
In addition, there are methods in which more than one mode is used in the supply chain which is known as the intermodal method.
ii. Roadways is one of the most used mode of transportation because of various reasons and it is also one of the most accepted method for short distance supply. The advantages are:
· The method is very much cost effective in comparison air and rail.
· It is easy to monitor the goods shipped because of obvious reasons.
· Delivery speed is better because it is used for short distances.
· Repetitive process is easier.
iii. The shipments basically depends on the mode of transportation that is used in the process so here we can mention the four different types that has been discussed, namely Roadways, Airways, Waterways and railways.
iv. The factors that needs to be considered are:
· Type of product that is being shipped because if the product is perishable then transport mode should be fast.
· Quantity that needs to be shipped.
· Distance of the total process.
· Expected Time of arrival that has been conveyed.
· Price of the product.
v. The operations aims at making the process consolidated and minimize the issues in the process. The location needs to be analyzed which includes the source and target location of the shipment and then the process is same which includes order receipt, product validation, order ready, order dispatched, and order shipped. The order may be monitored in the process and the location needs to be validated.

2. Intermodal transportation is the transportation by multiple modes including rail, road and ship in intermodal containers or vehicles. The specialized steel containers are capable of being secured to trailers and the cargo does not require any handling while changing modes.
Following are the key advantages of using intermodal transportation
1). Lower costs - This system of transportation provides the benefits of lower costs, because of more predictable pricing, increased flexibility of handling, loading/unloading in dropped trailer, resulting in reduced handling costs.
2). This system of transportation is environment friendly, as trains emit much lower carbon footprint as compared to trucks. Whereas trucks emit 19.8 pounds of CO2 per 100-ton miles, rails emit only 5.4 lbs.
3). This system is more reliable because of standardized transit schedules and access to equipment.
4). It is safer, as specialized steel containers are used to transport cargo, and there is no handling required during changing modes.
5). It also provides the opportunity for shippers to streamline their reverse logistics. This results in additional saving.
3. Third party transport is outsourcing the transport operations of a company to another company.
Advantages of third-party transportation:
1). Resource network: As compared to the in-house transport department, third party transport providers have a wide range of network which helps in executing the tasks in the most efficient way.
2). Time and money saving: Using third party transportation does not require you to focus on the warehouse space, technology and staff to execute the transportation operations which saves a lot of time and money.
3). Expertise: Third party transport providers are more knowledgeable of that industry's best practices and are updated in that field in terms of technology and other developments.
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