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1.i What does wedding etiquette mean?

Wedding etiquettes are the rules of the wedding perceived by social conventions. These etiquettes are in place to help stop damage to people’s feelings and relationships. For example, in British culture, the bride is to wear white. Also, guests can not wear white as it is seen as rude and upstaging the bride, on her big day. In informal weddings, these rules may be bent but only to varying degrees, if the underlying etiquettes are kept in place. For example, the British bride may not want to wear white but wear ivory or champagne. This is seen as acceptable so long as it as light colour and not a dark colour. The base etiquettes must remain so as not to upset the feeling of all those involved in the day.

1.ii What is a sake – sharing ceremony and in which culture is it found?

Popularly called san - san – kudo, the sake – sharing ceremony is important in Japanese culture, as the ceremony helps to cement the bond between the families. The ceremony involves three flat sake cups stacked upon each other. The bride and groom take three sips from each cup, immediately followed by their parents, nine sips in total by each person, giving the ceremony its name (san means ‘three’, ku translates as ‘to deliver’ and do translates as ‘nine’)

1.iii Why is a civil ceremony important in Russia?

In Russia, civil ceremonies are more important than church ceremonies. This is because Religious ceremonies are not seen as official, therefore the couple must marry and exchange vows in a civil ceremony. Here, they receive gifts of salt and breads as a representation of health, long life and prosperity. The civil ceremony is seen as unimportant by the family and friends. For the friends and family, the main event is reception which a great, two-day celebration involving music, drinking, eating and dancing.

1.iv What are the main skills to be a wedding planner?
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One of the main skills that wedding planner must have is a great sense of humour. In those moments where things go wrong, and they will, a good planner needs to be able to laugh in those ‘laugh or cry’ moments. Then the planner needs to shake themselves and find a solution to the problem. Another key skill for the planner needs to be organisation. The planner has been hired to organise quite possibly, the single most important day in a couple’s life together; the wedding day. The planner needs to be organised to ensure that deadlines are met, but also the planner must be able to prioritise tasks that need completing sooner than others, for example, ordering save the dates and wedding stationary is more important than finalising the menu, as the invitations will need to be sent no later than three months before the big day, however the menu could be completed one moth before the big day. However, the most important skill is quite easily the ability to remain calm as the couple have breakdowns, the family try to change aspects of the day or the bride reaches breaking point and becomes aggressive and a ‘bridezilla’. It is important that the planner remembers that the bride is stressed and is probably just letting off steam. Even when the planner may feel a little overwhelmed by the tragedy of the problems, the planner needs to remain calm and solid as the planner is going to be the rock of the couple. This is also important as a negotiator, ensuring that the vision of the day is realised, whilst staying within budget.

1.v What is the role and scope of wedding consultancy in the modern world?

Far from the day of old when wedding planners were just for the wealthy, wedding consultancy now are crucial in many weddings that is during the planning stage. The wedding consultancy seem to be key in every aspect of the wedding planning. From bridal shop consultants to wedding planners, they are used by a massive portion of brides throughout the world. The wedding consultancy is required to ensure that the correct people make the correct things happen in the right place at the right time and whilst staying within budget. The consultancy needs to prepare a perfect day and prepare for the mishaps that threaten to make the day less than perfect, whilst keeping the couple calm.  

2. Write short notes on the following: 

2.a Traditional English Wedding Reception
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A traditional English wedding reception has two cakes served at the reception, the wedding cake which is usually a traditional fruit cake, and the groom’s cake which may be chocolate cake as opposed to the traditional fruit cake. The ‘ribbon pull’ is a traditional practice for the bridesmaids to receive a good fortune charm. When the cake is assembled, the baker places small sterling silver charms between each layer, so that just before the cake is cut at the reception, the bridesmaid all gather around the cake to pull on the ribbon, receiving the charm as a promise on good fortune. Tying shoes to the wedding car is taken from the Tudor practice of throwing shoes at the newlyweds, as a sign of good luck. Also, a good luck sign is rain on the wedding day. 

2.b German Wedding Traditions

When a women’s wedding day is set, the trees that were planted at her birth are sold off as a way to make money for her dowry. Also, a newspaper is created by friends and family, regaling stories, pictures and articles of the couple. This wedding newspaper is sold at the reception, and the money is then used to help with the honeymoon cost.A traditional wedding would take place over three days, starting with the civil ceremony in the city hall, this would only be attended by friends and family. The second day is for the reception where all the friends, family and neighbours would be invited. Here the guests would break old dishes as a sign of good luck. The couple would sweep the mess up together, symbolising that nothing would ever be broken in their house again. The third day consists of the religious ceremony. As the couple leave the ceremony, they throw money to all the children watching. This is followed by the reception, where the best man ‘steals’ the bride and takes her to a pub where they drink champagne as they wait for the groom to arrive. The groom pays for all the champagne that was drank. The couple stay until it is time to leave for the honeymoon, but friends usually block all exits, and the only way for the couple to leave is if the groom pay the toll, usually with the promise of another party.   
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