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                                                                                                                                                              Fashion Design – Level 4

1. What is meant by the term, weight and hand in the textile industry?

i . The term “hand” of a fabric refers to the “feel” of the fabric against your skin.  There are many adjectives that can be used to describe the hand, or feel, of a fabric.  Words like cool, slick, smooth, loose, stiff, heavy and stretchy can all be used to tell someone about the hand of a fabric.

Fabric weight is the outcome of how a fabric has been woven, its finish and sometimes the fiber type. Looking at the weight can help you to decide if it will be the most suitable fabric for its end use.GSM is a metric measurement meaning grams per square meter- it is how much 1 square meter of fabric weighs and the higher the GSM number the denser the fabric will be. Ounce per square yard (oz/sq2) is the imperial measurement, which is also commonly used. A lightweight fabric is typically between 30- 150 GSM, medium weight 150-350 GSM and heavyweight 350+ GSM, such as our clear window PVC (640 GSM), although this can vary depending on the type of fabric.

http://blog.fabricuk.com/understanding-fabric-weight/

ii. Warm colors are reds, yellows and oranges, reds are vital and intense colors that can be used best for active wear and eveningwear, yellow colors are cheerful can be used for day dresses and early afternoon occasions, orange colors in its peachy shades can be used for evening dress and in bright shades for active wear.

iii. It is very important to consider the fabric scale when designing a dress because pattern size has a big visual impact. A large pattern can increase the visual size of the area it’s used for and small patterns are better used for people with smaller body frames, in addition, pattern size should be suitable to garment size and not overpower the scale of a dress. It should be placed in the correct direction of design and make sure that it follows naturally when sewing fabrics together.



iv. Conventional design is choosing something from nature as a design element  

        Geometric design applies geometric shapes such as circles, rectangles and lines as a design feature.

2.   Define the term color dimension and explain the terms Hue, Value and intensity

The perception of color is often described by referring to three dimensions of the color experiences: hue, saturation, and brightness. Hue refers to the color quality of the light and corresponds to the color names that we use, such as orange, purple, green, indigo, yellow, cyan, aquamarine, etc. In fact, hue is the quality of color. A quality is a value that changes, but it does not make the value larger or smaller. When hue or color changes, it 

Does not make sense to say that red has more or less hue than green. This is because color is a quality, not an amount. 

Saturation refers to the purity of the light. The more saturated the stimulus, the stronger the color experience and the less saturated, the more it appears white, gray, or black— that is, achromatic. The classic example of saturation differences concerns the continuum from red to pink. Pink is a combination of red light and white light. The more white light is added, the less “red” the pink is. Eventually, the red may be so overwhelmed by the white that we barely notice the pink at all. 

Value is the one dimension of color space that can stand alone. Value represents the lightness or darkness of a given hue.  In Munsell’s color system, value ranges from 0 for pure black to 10 for pure white.  In the absence of hue you would simply have black, white or shades of gray. . . 37 shades of gray to be exact.

Intensity, is the amount of purity in the hue itself. It can also be referred to as “saturation”. Primary colors are considered to be the most “pure” in intensity.

Intensity can also be considered as the brightness or dullness of a color. 

Intensity is adjusted by adding additional colors to the pure hue. A color can be made less intense by adding gray to the color. In some ways, intensity can be measured by the amount of gray in the hue.

.

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/blog/value-vs-intensity

http://munsell.com/color-blog/3-dimensions-of-color-space/

https://isle.hanover.edu/Ch06Color/Ch06Dimensions.html

3. Write short note about basic shapes in dressmaking.

There are seven basic shapes when it comes to designing a dress, straight shape, which consists of straight lines, is suitable for well-proportioned or heavier women, while the triangle design has a fitted bodice and bell shaped skirt that fits nicely on women with a small waist. The inverted triangle is best suited for women with large bust is wider on the shoulder and gets narrow at the hem. Oval shape is very feminine and suitable for well-proportioned women as it comes more of figure hugging shape. Square design looks boxy and that’s why is best suited for women who wants to find irregularities in their bodies or very thin women who like to look a bit full. Round shape is more girly and fun with its round wide skirt. Its best suited for afternoon occasions. Last is the hourglass shape. It includes wide shoulders and full skirt. Its best suited for tall thin figure.
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Historical dress
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         For my design, I decided to transform the dress in into a practical evening jacket and trousers set. It reflects comfort and elegance.  I chose a lightweight black cotton velvet fabric to keep the jacket in good form. The color black is most suited for eveningwear. The jacket closes at the back. It has two diagonal liens to make the design intriguing; interesting and feminine .An antique gold soft trim (or embroidery) is applied at the collar, sleeves and hem of the jacket as a decorative design. I kept the length of the jacket to hips. This makes shorter women feel comfortable wearing the design without feeling shorter and it suitable for tall women as well. The back of the jacket closes with an antique gold piece of accessory (or jewelry if available) . Something like a broche. I paired the jacket with draping black silk trousers that has side slits that  reaches mid shins; it has the same antique gold trim at the outer edge and hem.
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