Assignment #1

1.
I. Wedding etiquettes are sets of rules, where it is essential for individuals to behave in a responsible manner during social situations. They are adhered to avoid hurting anyone’s feelings, however some couples chose to have less formal weddings rather than strict etiquette and choose their own rules for their special day.

II. Sake-sharing is a Japanese ceremony, which is traditionally conducted in the Shinto tradition. In the United States, many Japanese weddings use the Buddhist ceremony. Sake-sharing was a formal bond-creating ceremony, dating back centuries. The tradition is that three flat sake cups are stacked on top of each other, the couple will take a sip from each cup. Their parents also do this. This symbolises the bond between both families. 

III. In Russia, church weddings are not classed as official. This is why couples have a civil ceremony to exchange their vows. However, to friends and family of the couple, a civil ceremony is not considered particularly important. 

IV. Having an honest sense of humour is one of the required skills to have as a wedding planner, as overcoming issues and hurdles can help make tough situations a little easier for themselves and others around them. 
Coping with many people, errands and tasks all at the same time must all be done in a timely manner, to have good organisational skills is key in becoming a successful wedding planner. 
Interpersonal proficiency skills are very important when it comes to subtracting new clients and gaining more recommendations. In order to discover and plan a couples wedding dream, effectively working with the bride and groom is essential. This links in with another major skill, imagination. It is necessary for the wedding planner to design unique and exclusive ideas for the wedding ceremony and reception. Despite most weddings being traditional, each couple will be unique with their wants and needs. 
Patience and persistence is vital for success. It is important to be patient with clients, within the business, vendors and other business people.
A wedding planner must have good planning skills, to handle a variety of tasks all at the same time and when things go wrong to handle them graciously and calmly in a compassionate manner. An effective wedding planner will also be detail-oriented and self motivated without needing direction from anybody. 
Excellent social and effective communication skills are what a wedding planner relies on to create excellent working relationships with different personality types. A wedding planner is their own representative to clients, vendors and businesses, which is why it is so important for the skills to be impeccable.
Wedding planners must be great negotiators when it comes to making sure all plans have stayed within the clients budget. Better connections with, for example a photographer, can enable them to obtain better deals for their clients. Having money skills, by handling own expenses and clients budgets is an important skill when wedding planning. 
Organisational skills are key when asked to plan a couples day. This can mean organising one part or their whole day, from the venue and flowers to their honeymoon. Keeping track of every detail, deadline and contract date requires a huge amount to of organisation and attention to details. 
Keeping up to date with the latest trends and honeymoon destinations is important in becoming a successful wedding planner. The knowledge of wedding etiquettes, religious ceremonies and traditions, ensures that their business is not limited to certain people but to be accommodating for all faiths and traditions. 

V. The Role and Scope of Wedding Consultancy 
It can be difficult to plan a wedding and know how much to spend, and on what. To find unique or specialised services can be a tricky job. Many people turn to wedding professionals for assistance as there is so much to organise. 
A wedding planner is mostly essential for those who want a well planned celebration. Couples can save money, as wedding planners have experience of dealing with many different suppliers and tend to have good relationships with reliable suppliers. Have a wedding planner can often turn a couples dream into a reality. 
From beginning to end, the wedding co-ordinator ensures that the entire occasion runs smoothly and to plan. They are there to help clients make the right choices when it comes to the right venue etc. Crucially the wedding stays within the budget the couple discussed originally. 


2. 

 Traditional English Wedding Reception 
· Fruit cake filled with ground almonds, raisins and cherries topped with marzipan. – served at the reception to guests, as well as the “grooms cake” originating from the tutor times. Originally it was also a fruitcake, but modern day it is usually chocolate cake.
· ‘Ribbon Pull’ – a Victorian reception. The bridesmaids receive a silver sterling charm with a ribbon tied to each. A baker places them in between the layers of the cake. All the bridesmaids gather and pull on a ribbon, while the newlyweds are about to share the first piece of wedding cake. This symbolises good fortune.
· Tying wedding shoes to the back of the wedding car, was originally thought in the tutor times (they were not attached to cars back then). Guests at the reception would traditionally throw shoes at the couple when they were leaving the church as a good luck symbol. 
· Rain is considered good luck on your wedding day in England.

German Wedding Traditions 
· Before the wedding day – when a baby girl comes into the world, tree seeds are planted to honour the birth. When the child grows up and a wedding date is set, the trees are sold. The money raised is used as part of her dowry.
· Family and friends will create a newspaper full of articles, stories and photos of the engaged couple. Copies are sold at the wedding to assist with honeymoon expenses.
· In Germany, wedding celebrations last for three days. The couple first have a civil ceremony, where only close friends and family are invited. A big wedding reception is held the following evening, attended by family, friends, neighbours and acquaintances. 
· Guests bring old plates to the evening reception, where they are broken. This is seen as good luck. The newlyweds sweep the pieces up, and act symbolising that nothing will ever be broken in their home again. 
· On the 3rd day, the religious wedding ceremony takes place. The bride doesn’t have traditional bridesmaids, but they have flower girls. 
· When the couple leave the chapel they throw coins to the waiting children. 
· The best man traditionally steals the bride and take her to a pub to drink champagne and wait until the groom finds them. The groom pays for the drinks they have had. 
· Later in the evening, ribbons and garlands block to couple from leaving. The groom has to pay for him and his bride to leave for their honeymoon, a toll which is usually another party.
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