[image: image1.png]ﬁ
o R



                                                                  

	Student Name:
	Lito Siclay

	Student Number:
	1763

	Course:
	Diploma in Forensic Accounting

	Assignment NO:
	8


Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.

For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:




Student Statement:

By submitting this assignment, I confirm that this is my own work.
	Student Signature
	Lito Siclay
	Date
	06/05/16


For Tutor / Assessor Use Only
	Total Marks
	

	Marks Obtained
	

	Percentage / Grade
	



	Student Name:
	Lito Siclay

	Student Number:
	1763

	Course:
	Diploma in Forensic Accounting

	Assignment NO:
	8

	Page Number:
	1


1. Please find below my answers.
i. Interviewing helps the investigator in evidence gathering for the case he is building. Through interviews, investigator could be able to elicit evidence from witnesses and possible confession from the fraudster.
ii. The first step in planning the interview is to identify whom to be interviewed. Key witnesses and suspect in the planned investigation must be identified in order to come up with a plan in conducting the interview.
iii. In investigating financial crimes, the following are the types of interviewees to be considered:

a. Suspects;
b. Suppliers and vendors;

c. Bankers and stockbrokers;

d. Professionals;

e. Customers;

f. Government regulators, like SEC and other agencies;

g. Competitors;

h. Superiors and subordinates; and
i. Investors
iv. It is important to record interviews so that nothing can be left out from the conversation. Recording the interview insulates the investigator from any possible accusation of coercion or intimidation during the interview, protects witnesses and ensures that their words are not twisted. In addition, it aids in writing report with regards to the investigation conducted and reduces the chance of omitting important details or altering statements which are very relevant for the fraud investigation. 
v. The place for the interview must be selected carefully, since it could be a factor in getting the necessary information from the suspect. Conducting the interview in a place outside the suspect’s office or home can help in pressuring the suspect to divulge his/her part in the fraud. As long as this practice is not abused, it can be an effective method in investigation.

	Student Name:
	Lito Siclay

	Student Number:
	1763

	Course:
	Diploma in Forensic Accounting

	Assignment NO:
	8

	Page Number:
	2


2. The following are the stages in the interview planning procedure:
a. Determine who are the interviewees. In planning for the interview, it is very important to have a list first for the interviewees in order determine the possible evidence that can be obtained and the approach to be used in conducting the interviews, considering that financial crime involves different kinds of evidence and witnesses. 
b. Determination of questions for the interview. In planning stage, all questions that will be asked during the interview must be determined, in order to get the required information which are relevant to the investigation.  In addition, it will help the investigator in conducting the interview smoothly and in continues flow, thereby enabling him/her to finish the interview and achieve its objective.
c. Determining the reason of the interview.  The goal or objective of the interview must be determined, before conducting it. Without it, definitely it will end-up like a witch-hunt.  Before conducting an interview, the investigator must determine first the kind of information he/she needs to obtain from the interviewee, to be able to set his/her objective for the interview. 
d. Determination of time of interview. Timing is very relevant in conducting an interview.  The investigator must determine the appropriate time to interview the witness. Improper timing could put the investigation in jeopardy. The investigator must see to it that the time of the interview is conducive to the interviewee, in order not to pressurize him and make him/her comfortable throughout the process.
e. Selection of place of interviews to be conducted. In conducting an interview, location is a major factor as well. The investigator must choose the place carefully. It should be outside from his/her comfort zone. Thus, it can put pressure on him/her to confess or divulge his/her knowledge about the financial crime.
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f. How to interview the witness. In planning the interview, it should clearly determine how to proceed with interview. The approach and method of the interview must be outlined. In addition, it should indicate the option in how to interview the witness, either by audiotaping or videotaping.
3. Cognitive interview is a method in conducting interviews in which the focus is getting the witness remember the crime scene or how the crime happened. In using this method investigator usually employs multiphase approach and other techniques to obtain information from the interviewee. In the first phase, the investigator allows the interviewee to do most of the talking. In the second phase, the investigator directs the witness to retrieve all the information he/she has in his/her memory and provide him/her the time to narrate all the details of the event. Third phase, the investigator tries to encourage the witness to recall the other information he/she forgot during the first and second phase. After the all scene are recreated, the investigator incorporates all of these and combined with other techniques by asking further questions that could complete the entire picture of particular scene.  
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