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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1. Provide short answers for the following questions: 
i. What is meant by ‘Special Educational Needs’? 
The 1996 Education Act defines a child as having Special Educational Needs “if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them”. Children have a learning difficulty if they: 
·  a .Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age  
· b .Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local  authority  
· c .Are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition at a. or b. above or would do so  if special educational provision was not made for them.  

ii. What is the purpose of the ‘SEN Code of Practice’ ? 
The Code of Practice provides a framework for developing strong partnerships between parents, schools, local education authorities (LEAs) and health and social services. 
Its Statement promotes a consistent approach to meeting children’s Special of SEN Educational Needs and places the rights of children at the heart of Statutory Assessment of the process, allowing them to be heard and to take part in the decision making process whenever the need arise. The focus is on ensuring that special education needs are identified as quickly as possible. 
The Code of Practice works to a ‘Graduated Response’ process. In order to help children who have SEN, schools should make full use of available classroom and school resources, before calling upon outside resources and specialist expertise. 
This is a graduated approach, with the teacher using an array of strategies to support the child’s special need before consulting the SENCO or before consideration is given to moving on to the register at School Action or School Action Plus. 


iii. What is dyslexia and how does it affect the learning process? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dyslexia — Pupils with dyslexia have a marked and persistent difficulty in learning to read, write and spell, despite progress in other areas. Pupils may have poor reading comprehension, handwriting and punctuation. They may also have difficulties in concentration and organization and in remembering sequences of words. They may mispronounce common words or reverse letters and sounds in words. 

2. How can a teaching assistant help students with special educational needs?  
Ideal teaching assistant must understand that students with special needs such as learning disabilities need to be taught differently or need some accommodations to enhance the learning environment. Not everyone learns in the same way. 
Tips to create a well-rounded learning atmosphere:
· -          Maintain an organized classroom and limit distractions. For students with special needs, maintaining a healthy balance of structure and unstructured processes is important. For example, on each student’s desk, have a place for everything that is clearly labeled (use words or colors, for instance). Also consider using checklists and help students keep their notebooks organized; teach them how to do that on their own, but also check at the end of each day and offer suggestions for keeping it more organized. On the unstructured side of things, allow students with special needs to change their work area while completing homework or studying and assign tasks that involve moving around the room. For students with special needs and learning disabilities, hearing instructions or following directions can be made difficult if there are too many distractions. Schedule breaks throughout the day and seat students with special needs in an area of the classroom that limits distractions; for example, do not sit these children by a window, in front of an open door, or by the air conditioner, as people walking by or additional noises might be too distracting.  
· -		Use music and voice inflection. When transitioning to an activity, use a short song to finish up one task and move to another. Many of us have sung the “clean up” while cleaning up before the next activity; use a similar approach in the classroom. Students with special needs might also respond well to varied voice inflection and tone, so use a mixture of loud, soft, and whisper sounds. Using proper pronunciation and sometimes slightly exaggerating proper speech will help a child model the same principles.  
· -		Break down instructions into smaller, manageable tasks. Students with special needs often have difficulty understanding long-winded or several instructions at once. For children with learning disabilities, it is best to use simple, concrete sentences. You might have to break down a step into a few smaller steps to ensure your students with special needs understand what you are asking. You might even want to put the directions both in print and saying them verbally. Ask your students with special needs to repeat the directions and ask them to demonstrate that they understand. Do not give further instructions until a student has completed the previous task.  
· - 		Use multi-sensory strategies. As all children learn in different ways, it is important to make every lesson as multi-sensory as possible. Students with learning disabilities might have difficulty in one area, while they might excel in another. For example, use both visual and auditory cues. Create opportunities for tactile experiences. You might need to use physical cues, such as a light touch, when a student might get distracted or inattentive. Get creative with your lesson plans, and students with special needs will appreciate the opportunity to use their imaginations or try something new; use a balance of structure and familiar lessons with original content.  
· -		Give students with special needs opportunities for success. Children with learning disabilities often feel like they do not succeed in certain areas, but structuring lessons that lead to successful results is a way to keep them motivated. Provide immediate reinforcement for accomplishments, be consistent with rules and discipline, correct errors and reward students when they make these corrections themselves explain behavioral expectations, and teach and demonstrate appropriate behaviors rather than just expecting students with special needs to pick them up.  

3. Explain why pupils with autistic spectrum disorder may struggle in a traditional  classroom setting with a standard educational curriculum. 
 Pupils with ASD cover the full range of ability and the severity of their impairment varies widely. Some pupils also have learning disabilities or other difficulties, making diagnosis difficult.  Pupils with autistic spectrum disorders may have a difficulty in understanding the communication of others and in developing effective communication themselves. Many are delayed in learning to speak and some never develop meaningful speech. Pupils find it difficult to understand the social behaviour of others. They are literal thinkers and fail to understand the social context. They can experience high levels of stress and anxiety in settings that don’t meet their needs or when routines are changed. This can lead to inappropriate behaviour.  Some pupils with autistic spectrum disorders have a different perception of sounds, sights, smell, touch and taste and this affects their response to these sensations. They may have unusual sleep and behaviour patterns.  Young pupils may not play with toys in a conventional and imaginative way but instead use toys rigidly or repetitively e.g. watching moving parts of machinery for long periods with intense concentration. They find it hard to generalize skills and have difficulty adapting to new situations and often prefer routine.  The behaviour of some autistic children and young people can be challenging in school often due to an underlying anxiety, frustration or sensory sensitivity. It’s not always clear what has triggered it, making it hard to control the situation and identify useful strategies.
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