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	I. Best evidence 
The best evidence rule expresses a preference for the use of original document, rather than reproductions. Thus some refer to the “best evidence” rule as the “original document” rule.
The best evidence rule applies when a party wants to admit as evidence the contents of a document, but that the original document is not available. In this case, the party must provide an acceptable excuse for its absence. If the document itself is not available, and the investigator/court finds the excuse provided acceptable, then the party is allowed to use secondary evidence to prove the contents of the document and have it as admissible evidence. The best evidence rule only applies when a party seeks to prove the contents of the document sought to be admitted as evidence.
II. Important of keeping evidence in a well-organized manner
Not all criminal investigations require in-depth documentation, but the nature of identity crime is such that it warrants superior organization not only to help investigators make progress toward arrests, but also for the purposes of helping victims and preparing for prosecution.

Investigator have to explain the case to a prosecutor who will in turn have to explain it to a jury. Due to the complexity of the cases, it is very helpful to keep detailed and organized case files to make sure that it is possible later to tell a coherent and logical story about the crime and the suspect’s involvement.

The organizational methods often will benefit by use of a spreadsheet or other case management software. There are courses available that teach these methods. They are not designed solely for identity crime investigations but are significant in the investigation of all organized criminal enterprises.

III. List the devices which could help when collecting evidence.

The manner in which electronic evidence is collected and preserved is crucial to any investigation or legal matter. Some of devices used when collecting evidence are as follows.

Digital cameras
Personal computers
Wireless and cordless telephones
Mobile /blackberry devices
Scanners
Security system
Smart cards
Copier machines
Please note that electronically stored data can easily be destroyed if the company does not adhere to general guidelines on collecting electronic evidence. Whenever possible a computer forensic examiner should be consulted.

IV. Points to be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process

Auditing is a process of objectively gathering, evaluating, and documenting the evidence needed to provide assurance on the financial statements

In planning an investigation/audit, three questions need to be answered:

What audit procedures should be performed?

How much evidence is needed?
When should the audit procedures be performed
Planning consideration-this is where the investigator establish the types of evidence he may require and to locate that evidence for the time period under review. Such plan issues include
Storage space for records including offsite location

Presence of documents related to the case under investigation

Imaging equipment used for transaction documents such as invoices, contracts

Presence of personnel files
Operation manuals in place 
Storage of sensitive records such as staff files
Storage of ICT records

Cost of collecting the evidence

Sensitivity of the investigation to consider whether to involve police officers

Time flame of presenting the report
V. working papers and informations contained

Proper working papers demonstrate professionalism and document the work that was done from the preliminary stages of an audit /investigation through the final report. Working papers also show whether due professional care was exercised and illustrate compliance with professional standards. Careful documentation of work performed is necessary to support the findings, recommendations, and opinions contained in the final audit report or close-out letter.
The organization, design, and content of audit working papers will depend on the nature of the audit/investigation. Audit working papers should, however, document the following aspects of the audit/investigation process:

Nature of the engagement

Form of the investigator/auditor report

Planning.

The examination and evaluation of the adequacy and effectiveness of the system of internal controls.

The investigation/auditing procedures performed, the information/evidence obtained, and the conclusions reached.

Review.

Reporting.

Follow-up.

VI. Main steps involved in the evidence gathering process.
Are as follow:

Document retention consideration-The investigator consider at the beginning of the engagement, whether the forensic accounting investigator will be responsible for retaining records as the records exist for the assistance of the company and the investigation team
Planning consideration-this is where the investigator meet the client to discuss the types of evidence he may require and to locate that evidence for the time period under review (briefing meeting) .Such plan issues include
Storage space for records including offsite location
Operation manuals in place 
Storage of sensitive records such as staff files
Storage of ICT records
Creating chain of custody-the purpose of the chain of custody is to establish the time of presentation of evidence collected to a court, to ensure that evidence is properly preserved from damage, the forensic investigator will discuss during this stage the level of detailed record keeping that is required to establish the chain of custody of the evidence.
Evidence can be gathered in the form of :-

Witness of fact - someone that gives evidence of facts within their personal knowledge such as what they have seen, heard or done

Oral evidence - The statement of a witness made orally in court presented as evidence of the truth of what he /she states.

Real evidence - This will usually take the form of a material object produced for inspection by the court (exhibit), either to prove the existence of the object, or to allow the court to form an opinion as to its condition or value.

Documentary evidence - Documents produced for inspection by the court as items of real evidence (exhibits)



Photographic evidence - Photographs, the authenticity of which can be verified by testimony. 

types of documents collected in evidence gathering process and the possible sources for these
Evidence can be defined as “Information that may be presented to a court to help weigh up the probability of a fact asserted before it. In law the term "Evidence" is used to indicate the means by which any:

Fact

Inference from fact

Point in issue

Question

May be proved or disapproved in a manner complying with the legal rules covering the subject.

Some of documents collected for evidence gathering t assist in investigation to establish where the money went and for what purpose, all relevant receipt and expenditures informations are as follow.
Sales agreements 

Sales invoices

Sales receipt

Suppliers contract, purchases invoices

Suppliers receipts and statements

Bank counter foil

Bank statement

Please note that evidence can be gathered in the form of :-

Witness of fact - someone that gives evidence of facts within their personal knowledge such as what they have seen, heard or done

Oral evidence - The statement of a witness made orally in court presented as evidence of the truth of what he /she states.

Real evidence - This will usually take the form of a material object produced for inspection by the court (exhibit), either to prove the existence of the object, or to allow the court to form an opinion as to its condition or value.

Documentary evidence - Documents produced for inspection by the court as items of real evidence (exhibits)



Photographic evidence - Photographs, the authenticity of which can be verified by testimony. 

Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of

II. Evidence used in financial crime investigations.
Financial investigations are usually very document-intensive. Specifically, they involve records, such as bank account information, real estate files, motor vehicle records, etc., which point to the movement of money. Any record that pertains to or shows the paper trail of events involving money is important. The major goal in a financial investigation is to identify and document the movement of money. The link between where the money comes from, who gets it, when it is received and where it is stored or deposited, can provide proof of criminal activity.

Tax evasion, public corruption, health care fraud, telemarketing fraud and terrorist financing are just a few of the types of crimes that revolve around money. In these cases, a financial investigation often becomes the key to a conviction

Evidence to be collected includes motive, modus operandi, testimony, results of interviews or questionaires, results of analytical procedures, audit trails, background checks (financial reports on the suspect), real evidence, and informant or surveillance data.  For any real evidence (like fingerprints, handwriting, or computer printout) and evidence generally, make sure you work with copies of it and not the originals.  The best evidence must be carefully bagged, tagged, and documented in a chain of custody that ensures no contamination or tampering was involved.  The Best Evidence Rule requires that anything of a documentary or "content" nature must have the originality of it authenticated by a witness competent enough to vouch for the factual basis of it upon recognition of the original even though that original may have changed hands.  In fact, all evidence must pass at least three "hurdles" before it will be admitted: relevancy, competency, and materiality (sometimes called sufficiency), and then there are dozens of objections based on each hurdle.  Basically, evidence is relevant if it helps to prove or disprove a factual basis in the case.  Real, direct evidence usually falls in this category, as does eyewitness testimony, but circumstantial evidence (like hearsay about motive, or financial reports that show income from unknown sources) is likely to be objected to on grounds of irrelevancy.  Competency is likely to come up if and when co-workers are put on the stand, since bias, jealousy, and being involved in office politics generally disqualify someone as a competent witness.  Materiality, or sufficiency, objections are likely to be encountered if the investigation was sloppy, the chain of custody was broken, or the way evidence is presented tends to confuse the jury or seems to waste the judge's time.  For the latter, most prosecutions of white-collar crime rely on demonstrative evidence which makes use of, charts, and diagrams for simplifying the offense and presenting a pictoral view.  Another standard, called the Daubert Test, must be applied to any scientific evidence, and this includes forensic accounting evidence.  For example, any analytical procedures that were carried out by fraud auditing, showing a particular pattern of cash flow, for example, would have to explained not only in simple terms that a non-accountant would understand them, but the expert would have to be published in the field.  The list of the evidence to be collected along with where you might find that kind of evidence or who is competent to present it is as follow:
motive evidence -- hearsay, interview, or background check
modus operandi --  risk assessment, industry patterns, data mining, organizational history
testimony -- witnesses of a character, opinion, or hearsay nature
results of questionnaires -- statistics, stylistics (style of writing), lie detection
results of analytical procedures -- statistics, fraud auditors, forensic accountants
audit trails -- auditors, fraud auditors, forensic accountants
background checks -- investigators, law enforcement, criminologists
real evidence -- fingerprints, handwriting, documents, forgeries
informants and surveillance -- operatives, logs, recordings
demonstrative evidence -- replicas, charts, diagrams
scientific evidence -- qualified experts on error rates in field  
III. Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non financial crime cases. What is the basic difference in the composition of the two types of evidences
Financial crimes are crimes against property, involving the unlawful conversion of the ownership of property (belonging to one person) to one's own personal use and benefit. Financial crimes may involve fraud (cheque fraud, credit card fraud, mortgage fraud, medical fraud, corporate fraud, securities fraud (including insider trading), bank fraud, payment fraud, tax evasion; bribery; embezzlement; money laundering; and forgery and counterfeiting, including the production of Counterfeit money and consumer goods.

Financial crimes may involve additional criminal acts, such as computer crime,  burglary, armed robbery, and even violent crime such as robbery or murder. Financial crimes may be carried out by individuals, corporations, or by organized crime groups. Victims may include individuals, corporations.

Financial investigations are usually very document-intensive. Specifically, they involve records, such as bank account information, real estate files, motor vehicle records, etc., which point to the movement of money. Any record that pertains to or shows the paper trail of events involving money is important. The major goal in a financial investigation is to identify and document the movement of money. The link between where the money comes from, who gets it, when it is received and where it is stored or deposited, can provide proof of criminal activity.

Non-financial crime are those crimes which are committed unknowingly by the staff, which may involve errors in the books of accounts entered by the accountant without any intention to defraud the company

Non-financial investigation are not documented intensive since they only the affected entries
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