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1.i   Provided that the choice of music is acceptable to a venue, particularly a religious establishment, almost any kind of music can be used at a wedding.  Music can be pre-recorded or played live.  Different types of musician can offer different specialities.  For Church Weddings the resident organist can be hired, along with the Church Choir if so wished.  If the couple wish to bring their own organist, an agreement must be sort with the resident organist who can quite often agree but claim the fee that he/she would have been entitled to.  The same applied for other music that the couple might want to bring into the Church such as a string quartet.  
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These arrangements need to be clarified early on in the planning stages.  Music at non-secular venues can be easier and can be played live or from pre-recorded tracks played through the sound system.
Music should enhance the theme and tone of the Wedding, not overshadow it.  Formal Weddings may wish to choose classical singers, harpists, string quartets, pianists / organists or other soloists.  Romantic and Elegant Weddings tend to include music played on violins, pianos, harps, string quartets or classical guitars with a lighter, airy flow to the music.  A vintage theme may well want popular music from the 1940 – 1960 eras.  Other themes may fit well into a band, guitarists, singers, saxophone quartets or even bagpipes or brass bands.  Popular music choices include Wagner, Mendelssohn, Handel, Beethoven, Pachelbel, or Elvis, Ed Sheeran, Michael Bublé and a whole host of other popular artists. 
Music for the cocktail hour, drinks reception and main sit-down reception is usually provided by soft, pre-recorded music which is played over the venues sound system.  However, the couple may also choose to have a pianist playing during this time, or even a steel drums band for a beach wedding.
Music for the evening reception can again be provided by live music or a DJ.  Live music can take the form of bands, singers, musicians and soloists.  DJs work on a wider basis of recorded music, often playing from a list of music provided by the couple.  Other alternatives can be a pre-recorded selection of tracks played through the venues sound system.  Music for the reception quite often mixes and matches both types of music with live music for up to 90 minutes and then the rest of the evening with a DJ.

1.ii  The first music that is heard is the prelude – the music played as the guests arrive and take their seats for the main event.  This will quite often be gentle background music.  This music can be provided by a church organist, by invited musicians or by taped music that the couple have previously chosen.  Prelude music  
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can last for 30 minutes plus, and it is important to settle the guests into place, as the last stragglers to sit down and stop talking will be given a clear indication that things are getting under way as the music changes.  This is also an indication to the Groom that the Bridal party is ready.  Prelude music can be a compilation of anything that the couple choose with popular favourites being items from classical composers such as Beethoven or Strauss to contemporary composers like Michael Bublé and Ed Sheeran.  The prelude music would not usually include pieces being played as part of the main event.

1.iii    Popular choices for the Bridal party to walk in to as Wedding Processions are
· Classical pieces – recommended by Brides – online
· Wagner – Lohengrin (Here comes the Bride) 
· Bach – Ave Maria
· Mozart – The Marriage of Figaro
· Handel – Water Music Suite – Air
· Beethoven – Fur Elise
· Song choices – recommended by the knot - online
· Bruno Mars – Marry you
· Ben E King – Stand By Me
· Beatles – All You Need is Love 
· Louis Armstrong – Wonderful World
· Enya – Only Time
· Instrumental versions – recommended by Brides - online
· United Guitar Players – Can’t Help Falling In Love
· Josh Vietti – Forever
· Bridesmaids Quartet – How Long Will I Love You
· The Piano Guys – A Sky Full Of Stars
· Guitar Tribute Players – All You Need Is Love
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These pieces can be played live or pre-recorded versions are available to use.  These pre-recorded versions can offer the same pieces of music played on different instruments and can offer instrumentals as well as song pieces.  Whatever option is selected the couple will need to ensure that the music that is chosen will be of sufficient length to allow the Bride to get from one end of the aisle to the other without running.  This can be done by live musicians noting progress and beginning to play again or by recorded music being put on loop.

1.iv  Recessional music is played as the newly married couple exit the venue, followed by the Bridal party.  Popular choices for this include: -
· Classical Music – recommended by The Knot - online
· Mendelssohn - The Wedding March 
· Edward Greig - Triumphal March 
· Handel – Allegro Maestoso
· Bach – Air On The G String
· Beethoven – Ode To Joy
· Song Versions – recommended by North-West Brides - online
· Adele – Make You Feel My Love
· Christina Perri – A Thousand Years 
· Shania Twain – From This Moment 
· Ellie Goulding – How Long Will I Love You 
· Taylor Swift – Love Story
· Instrumental versions – recommended by PianoDJ
· Take That - Greatest Day
· Muse – Feeling Good
· Aerosmith – Don’t Wanna Miss A Thing
· Jackie Wilson – I Get The Sweetest Feeling
· Stevie Wonder – Signed, Sealed, Delivered
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Whatever option is selected the couple will need to ensure that the music that is chosen will be of sufficient length to allow the couple to get from one end of the aisle to the other without running.  This can be done by live musicians noting progress and beginning to play again or by recorded music being put on loop.

1.v  Postlude music is the opposite to prelude music.  It is played to allow time for the guests to exit the venue.  Played immediately after the Bridal party have exited the venue, it gives the guests music to listen to as they depart.  In venues where the ceremony has been conducted in the same place as the reception is being held, postlude music changes the tempo of the atmosphere for the guests.

2.  Music has a vast role in a wedding as “it helps us to set our emotions free, to feel the solemnity of the familial or social moment” (topweddingsites.com - online). It will take many forms during the course of the event, and, provided it is music that both the Bride and Groom are happy with, there are no hard and fast rules as to what is acceptable and what is not – provided a religious venue is happy with the choice.  It sets the tone and along with the venue itself it is the first taste for the guests as to what they day is going to be like.  However, it is important that choices are correct and are well planned to ensure smooth flow and continuity. 
Music is present at all the aspects of the Wedding and can be 3 different types of tempo for the three main areas, namely the ceremony, the drinks reception and the reception itself.  The reception itself can be split into 2 sub sections – one for the sit-down meal and the other for the evening party.
The first decision to be made is what budget has been allocated for music and whether to use live music or to have pre-recorded music.  This decision must be clearly undertaken in line with what the venue will allow, bearing in mind restrictions on time and volume.  Artists need to be booked well in advance, and this can prove costly.  A couple can risk leaving a booking until a few weeks before the Wedding 
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and taking acts who have not yet been booked at possible discounted rates.  However, there may not be anyone available or they might not like the options available.  If a couple goes down this route it is essential that they understand the risks and that a back–up plan is put in place, even if it is an MP3 player connected to speakers.
The choice of music played during the prelude music to welcome the guests, the processional music to greet the Bridal party, the recessional music to send the newly married couple on their way  and postlude music for the guest to leave the venue by, will enhance the theme of the Wedding.  Light and airy choices such as Pachelbel’s Canon in D will float for traditional, romantic and elegant weddings, whereas Ed Sheeran’s Perfect will be a good choice for more modern Weddings.  More formal Weddings may benefit from the likes of Stanley’s Trumpet Voluntary. Whatever option is selected the couple will need to ensure that the music that is chosen will be of sufficient length to allow time to get from one end of the aisle to the other without running.  This can be done by live musicians noting progress and beginning to play again or by recorded music being put on loop. 
For ceremonies that are held in secular venues such as Churches, suitable lyrics must be attached to any contemporary pieces – the couple may want to leave to Highway to Hell by ACDC but that is not seen a good choice.  In Churches consideration must be given to the lay out of the building and the acoustics if live music is envisaged, as well as clearing this with the resident organist.  Hymns need to be selected with care and dignity, Love Divine All Loves Excelling by Wesley fits the theme of a Wedding better than Fight The Good Fight With All Thy Might by Monsell may be seen to – although it is not unheard of as a choice.  By contrast, Religious music such as hymns cannot be played at a Civil Ceremony that is held in a non-secular venue such as a hotel or on a beach.  
There is also music to be considered for during the signing of the register; this provides guests with something to listen to and helps to keep down the noise of 
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people chatting.  If in Church with a choir and organist, they will usually sing / play with an anthem or such piece of music that will fill the gap, as it is usual for the
Wedding Party to exit the main body of the Church to a side chapel or vestry, where not all guests can see what is happening.  In non-secular venues, this is another piece of music that must be covered either by live music or recorded music, with the couple usually signing the register in front of everyone present.
Music for the cocktail hour or drinks Reception should be kept in the background as this is a chance for guests to mingle and members of families to be introduced to each other.  If recorded music is to be used music from the classics is ideal such as Vivaldi’s Four Seasons or Beethoven’s Ode To Joy.  If contemporary artists are to be used compilations of Michael Bublé, the Beatles, Elvis and Ed Sheeran work well.
Likewise, the music for the sit-down meal should again be kept to background music to allow conversation between courses to flow easily and avoid guests having to shout at each other.
Evening reception music is totally different to the rest of the day – this is for party time! Additionally, “music helps break social barriers among guests and makes them loosen up” (musicforscotland.co.uk - online). Again, this would keep in theme with the Wedding – a rural Wedding held on a farm may well be in for a Barn Dance with lots of dosydoing and back to backs.  The most formal of weddings may be holding a formal dance. Whatever decision is made, it is important “that music should not cater to only a single age group” (myweddingsongs.com – online), one age group or group of guests are just as important as the other. 
The majority of Weddings will want either live music, a DJ or a combination of both. The couple might already have an idea of who they are going to hire because they have previously heard a function that they have covered, or have someone who has  been recommended someone by a close family member or trusted friend, or they might have no idea at all.  Each type of music choices carries their own pros and cons.  For live music the pros are that there is a vast array of musicians that can 
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play at various stages.  A string quartet may be commissioned for the Ceremony, whereas a live band may be commissioned to play for the evening reception.  In the
case of the evening reception the band lead or lead singer can act as a master of ceremonies, making any announcements that are required.  Live bands tend to lead to people getting onto the dance floor easier than other forms of music.  Live bands can aid the theme of the Wedding by dressing appropriately, for example a Wham Tribute band for a 1980’s themed Wedding.  A good live band can leave a lasting impression on people’s minds.  On the other hand, a live band will cost more than a DJ and will be unlikely to cover the full-time span of the evening reception, leaving a combination of music to be sorted.  The contracts can be more complex, and there can be more of a clash between what the couple want and what the band can offer.  If the couple wants particular songs included, this may mean that the band has to learn these pieces and may or may not be willing to do so or may charge extra for doing so.  The band will require extra set up and break down time, may be more prone to equipment failures and will be more people to include in the catering.  On the other hand, a DJ is less expensive and has immediate access to a large choice of music.  The venue would need to confirm whether or not there is WiFi access available.   A DJ has less equipment to go wrong, needing less floor space and less set up and break down time, and requires fewer, if any, breaks.  The DJ can act as a Master of Ceremonies.  On the downside a DJ is seen as less sophisticated than a live band and would need to be prepared to work closely with the couple for timing the cutting of the cake and the first dance, neither of which is impossible to time right with the right instruction.  Whether the choice is made for a live band or A DJ or a combination of both, clear instruction needs to be provided for exactly what the couple want to happen at the reception, for example whether or not there will be a father / daughter dance and if so when.  Most venues have a resident DJ and it should be checked out with the venue as to whether the couple are limited to this DJ or whether they can bring in their own person.  Whichever option is chosen, it 
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must be a person that the couple can get on with and who is flexible to do what the couple want – if not they should look elsewhere.
When considering which musician or DJ the couple are going to choose, as with all other aspects, there are questions that need to be considered: -
· Is it possible for the couple to see the artist / DJ perform somewhere or do they have recordings of their work? (recordings only provide a snapshot)
· Do they have full insurance and PATS testing certificates for their equipment – most venues will require a copy of these documents.
· How long have they been doing this for?  
· Do they have any references that could be contacted?
· For a DJ - is the couple able to set a play list of their choice for the entire performance?
· Are they willing to take request from guests?
· What about illness or malfunction of equipment on the day – how would this be dealt with?
· Is there a contract and guarantee with their work?
· How much do they cost?
· For a live band / singer – do they have a copy of the pieces that they can do?
· Are they willing to learn a particular piece that the couple want?
· Would there be an extra charge for this?
· Are they willing to take requests from guests?
· What about illness or malfunction of equipment on the day – how would this be dealt with?
· Is there a contract and guarantee with their work?
· How much do they cost?
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Cultural considerations need to be borne in mind with regards to music, especially if it is a mixed marriage, with a balanced mixture of music from both sides.  This is easily sorted if the couple are able to provide a playlist giving specific pieces of music that each side would like to be included.  The band or DJ can then incorporate these during the evening, particularly for customs like the Jewish Bride and Groom being held aloft or the Greek plate smashing.  However, care must be taken that both the Bride and Groom are happy and comfortable for these customs to take place.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another vital piece of music that needs to be selected is the first dance.  Couples should select a piece of music that means something to them personally and that they should both feel comfortable dancing to.  Some Brides and Grooms just dance in each other’s arms, whilst other Brides and Grooms spend months in dance lessons doing fully choreographed pieces, sometimes including the bridesmaids and best man with them.  If this option is selected plenty of time needs to be allowed for this to be learnt and rehearsed to perfection.  Additionally, if there are to be father / daughter or mother / son dances, these again need selecting carefully, ensuring that all parties are happy.
Overall, the music that is chosen will enhance the theme and tone of the Wedding and will be a remarkable, memorable feature of the day.
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